
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
SUBJECT: Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee Appointments 
 
MEETING DATE: September 2, 2009 AGENDA ITEM: 5 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Gregg Hart 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review applications for the Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee and recommend one 
applicant for appointment to the committee by the SBCAG board.   

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Last month the SBCAG Board voted to appoint nine members to the Measure A Citizens 
Oversight Committee.  One of the North County Subregional Planning Committee nominees, 
Mr. Aaron Petersen, withdrew his name from consideration to avoid the potential for a conflict of 
interest with a property he owns in close proximity to the City of Solvang’s proposed Measure 
A.Circulation Improvement Project.  Appointment of another nominee recommended by the 
South County Subregional Planning Committee was also postponed pending clarification of the 
individual’s eligibility to serve.   
 
The North County Subregional Planning Committee must now replace Mr. Petersen with 
another nominee for the remaining seat allocated to the North County committee.  Following the 
additional nominations by each of the subregional committees, the final appointment of the two 
remaining members of the Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee will be scheduled for the 
September 17th SBCAG Board meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Last month the SBCAG Board voted unanimously to approve nine members of the Measure A 
Citizens Oversight Committee.  The individuals appointed to the “at large” positions on the 
committee were Hamid Bahadori, Phillip Greene and David Lawrence.  The individuals 
appointed by nomination from the North County Subregional Planning Committee.were Andy 
Caldwell, Robin Hayhurst and Linda Jackson.    The individuals appointed by nomination from 
the South Coast Subregional Planning Committee were Alissa Hummer, Michael Cheng and 
Michael Chiacos. 
 
One of the North County Subregional Planning Committee nominees, Mr. Aaron Petersen, 
withdrew his name from consideration to avoid the potential for a conflict of interest with a 
property he owns in close proximity to the City of Solvang’s proposed Measure A.Circulation 
Improvement Project..  Appointment of another nominee recommended by the South County 
Subregional Planning Committee was also postponed pending clarification of the individual’s 
eligibility to serve.   
 



 

 

The North County Subregional Planning Committee must now replace Mr. Petersen with 
another nominee for the remaining seat allocated to the North County committee.  Following the 
additional nominations by each of the subregional committees, the final appointment of the two 
remaining members of the Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee will be scheduled for the 
September 17th SBCAG meeting. 
 
Staff recommends the North County Subregional Planning Committee again use the following 
process for selection of its one remaining nomination to the Measure A Citizens Oversight 
Committee:  Each committee member will have an opportunity to nominate applicants for 
consideration by the full committee.  Once nominations are concluded, staff will poll each 
member of the committee as to their selection from the list of nominees.  The total number of 
votes for each nominee will be tallied and the individual who receives votes from a majority of 
the committee will be selected.  If no individual receives a majority of votes on the first ballot, the 
process will continue to another ballot with the individual(s) who received the lowest number of 
votes in the first round deleted from the nomination list.  The process will be repeated until one 
individual receives a majority of votes from the committee.  At the end of the balloting process, 
the subregional committee will need to formalize its selection by voting on a motion to 
recommend the individual for appointment by the SBCAG board.   
 
As committee members review the applicant’s qualifications it may be helpful to consider that 
the Measure A Ordinance states…“The committee will serve in an advisory capacity to the Authority 
and will be comprised of an appropriate balance of transportation users representing the geographic, 
social, cultural, and economic interests in the county”.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Attachment #1:  Excerpt of Ordinance #5 Pertaining to Citizens Oversight Committee 
Attachment #2:  Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee Applications 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

ATTACHMENT #1 
 
Excerpt of Ordinance #5   
 
The following is the full text of Ordinance #5 pertaining to the Citizens Oversight Committee that 
describes the composition of the committee and its role in providing citizen oversight and 
accountability for Measure A: 
 

Section 22.  Advisory Committees  The following advisory committees are established to 
assist the Authority in the administration on the Investment Plan and this Ordinance. 
 
A. The Citizens Oversight Committee will be appointed by the Authority to help 
ensure accountability to voters regarding the expenditure of funds and to assist the 
Authority in ensuring that all provisions, requirements and voter mandates specified in the 
Investment Plan and Ordinance are properly carried out.  The committee will serve in an 
advisory capacity to the Authority and will be comprised of an appropriate balance of 
transportation users representing the geographic, social, cultural, and economic interests 
in the county.  Each Subregion Committee established in Section 23 of this ordinance 
shall nominate four representatives for appointment by the Authority.  Three “at large” 
representatives shall be nominated and appointed by the Authority.  Employees and 
elected officials of local governments in Santa Barbara County, employees or policy 
board members of transit districts in Santa Barbara County, and persons with a personal 
financial interest in a project or program in the Investment Plan are ineligible to serve as 
representatives.  The Authority must appoint the committee by April 1, 2010 or at least 90 
days prior to the adoption of a Strategic Plan, whichever date is sooner.  The committee 
will determine the frequency of its meetings and be provided with administrative and 
technical assistance by the Authority in conducting its business.  The committee shall 
annually submit a letter to the Authority commenting on whether the provisions, 
requirements and voter mandates specified in the Investment Plan and Ordinance have 
been properly carried out.  The letter may include observations and recommendations to 
the Authority. 

 
Section 25.  Audit Provisions.  No less than annually, the Authority shall conduct and 
approve an independent fiscal audit of the expenditure of all revenues raised by this 
ordinance.  The scope and content of the audit shall be developed with the assistance of 
the Citizens Oversight Committee established pursuant to Section 22.A.  The Citizens 
Oversight Committee shall review the draft audit report including findings and any 
recommendations.  The audit, which shall be made available to the public and the 
Citizens Oversight Committee, shall report on evidence that the expenditure of revenues 
is in accordance with the Investment Plan.  In addition, the audit shall determine that 
Maintenance of Effort requirements as set forth in Section 27 are being met.  The audit 
shall also insure that no more than one percent (1%) of total retail transaction and use tax 
expenditures is used for staff salaries and benefits in administering this Investment Plan 
and ordinance. 



Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee Applicants

Applicant Work Residence Employer Measure A Advisory 
Hamid Bahadori Costa Mesa Mission Viejo Automobile Association of Southern California County‐wide organization X
David Lawrence Santa Ynez Retired Lives north  / worked south
Phillip Greene Santa Maria Santa Barbara Marian Medical Center Lives south / works north X

Joe Bailey Santa Barbara Santa Barbara self‐employed contractor
Mark Bradley Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Self ‐ employed transportation consultant X
TK Chang Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Self employed ‐ designer
Michael Cheng Santa Barbara
Michael Chiacos Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Community Environmental Council
Steve Greig Carpinteria Santa Barbara Venoco X
Emily Hatton Santa Barbara Santa Barbara MNS Engineers
Robert Hazard Montecito Retired
Alissa Hummer Goleta Santa Barbara UCSB
Linda Jackson Solvang Santa Barbara Solvang Chamber of Commerce Lives south / works north X
Brad Lund Santa Barbara Retired
Lee Moldever Goleta Santa Barbara Technology Marketing Consultant
Henry Moravec Goleta Retired
Russell Ruiz Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Self ‐ employed attorney
Pat Saley Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Self ‐ employed planning consultant
Alan Smith Santa Barbara Retired SB Co. Taxpayers Association
Paul Svacina Goleta Goleta Self‐employed
Jonathan Ziegler Santa Barbara Retired

Jerry Bunin San Luis Obispo Oceano Home Builders Association Central Coast County‐wide organization
Andy Caldwell Santa Maria Nipomo COLAB County‐wide organization X
Mark Cheli Santa Ynez Orcutt Chumash Casino & Resort
Robin Hayhurst Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Maria Valley Contractors Association
Aaron Petersen Solvang Solvang Business Owner/Builder
Kenneth Wolf Orcutt Retired




















































