
 
 

 
SUBJECT:         Final 2007 Federal Transportation Improvement Program  

 
MEETING DATE:   July 20, 2006   AGENDA ITEM:  8  

 
STAFF CONTACT:   Karin Hodin, Transportation Planner  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Hold a public hearing and adopt the 2007 Federal Transportation Improvement Program.  

  
 SUMMARY:    

Every two years, SBCAG is required to adopt a Federal Transportation Improvement Program 
which describes how federal funds will be expended in the County over at least the next three 
years.  SBCAG chooses to reflect 5 years in the FTIP because most projects take more than three 
years to be delivered.  In previous years, adoption of the FTIP occurred at the end of a 
programming cycle for CMAQ, STP and TE funds and many new projects and programming 
decisions by the Board and new policies were a part of the FTIP adoption.  For this FTIP adoption, 
no new funding or projects are being incorporated into the document.  This FTIP includes only 
projects selected for funding previously by the Board.  The projects have had their costs and 
schedules updated.  The draft FTIP was presented to the board last month.  The final 2007 FTIP 
must be adopted by the Board at its July meeting to meet federal requirements.   SBCAG is 
required to submit an adopted FTIP to Caltrans by August 1, so that it and our federal partners at 
FHWA, FTA and EPA, can review the document and approve it, maintaining our access to the 
federal funds for the hundreds of projects in the FTIP. 
 
The 2007 FTIP was released for the SAFETEA-LU-required 45-day public comment period May 30, 
2006 and ends on July 10, 2006.  Final FTIP copies are available to download on-line and available for 
local agencies and state and federal reviewing agencies (Caltrans, FHWA, FTA and EPA).  The 
document is comprised of three sections. The first presents a general introduction and discussion of 
the program's consistency with federal requirements and a summary of the process used to develop 
the 2007 FTIP.  The second section contains the financial element of the 2007 FTIP, in the form of 
anticipated summaries of revenues and programmed expenditures by fiscal year beginning in 
FY2006/07 and extending through 2010/11.  The information presented in the financial element is 
required to demonstrate that the FTIP is financially constrained and that anticipated revenues are 
sufficient to match the programmed expenditures for projects in the FTIP.  (Note the financial data for 
the FTIP’s latter two years of 09/10 and 10/11 are provided for information only, and  not included in 
the FTIP’s constraints analysis.)  The third section is a comprehensive listing of all of the FTIP’s 
projects, along with required project information according to state and federal funding programs.    
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DISCUSSION: 
As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization for Santa Barbara County, SBCAG 
is responsible for preparing and adopting the Federal Transportation Improvement Program 
(FTIP).  The FTIP identifies all federally funded highway, transit and other surface transportation 
projects in the county (and their federal funding sources) that are scheduled for implementation in 
the next three years.  The FTIP serves as the sole reference document that the federal 
government and the public can review to understand where, when and how federal transportation 
funds are being spent in Santa Barbara County, including those that SBCAG does and does not 
have programming discretion over. 
 
This programming document is required to be financially constrained – programmed expenditures 
must be balanced with specified revenues.  Transportation projects scheduled over the next three 
fiscal years (the “triennial period”) that will receive federal funding are identified, while projects 
anticipated beyond the triennial period are included for information purposes.  Only projects with 
dedicated funding source(s) are permitted to be programmed in the first two fiscal years, and 
projects in the third year must be carefully reviewed to ensure that there is either a firm funding 
commitment, or a reasonable strategy or expectation that funds will be available.  
 
SBCAG's FTIP is no longer required to include an air quality conformity analysis due to Santa 
Barbara County attaining the federal 8-hour ozone standard and the federal one-hour ozone 
standard’s revocation (effective June 2005).  Consequently, regionally significant projects that are 
not funded federally or through the STIP (such as Measure D projects) which were previously 
included in the FTIP because they impacted air quality conformity, are not included in this FTIP. 
 
SAFETEA-LU Compliance    
 
Preliminary federal guidance has just recently been released for complying with additional 
requirements contained in the SAFETEA-LU legislation, adopted last summer.  The law specifies 
that all agencies must have adopted compliant FTIP and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
documents by July 2007, or face a “lockdown” on all FTIP project amendments, fund releases and 
approvals until the required changes are adopted and the document is certified as federally-
compliant with SAFETEA-LU.   
 
California MPOs and Caltrans have developed broad guidelines for developing SAFETEA-LU-
compliant FTIPs, which SBCAG staff has sought to follow; we will examine the new federal 
guidance over the upcoming months.  Depending on the guidelines and our review, subsequent 
amendment(s) to the FTIP may be indicated to enhance the certainty of SAFETEA-LU compliance. 
 
Committee Review  
 
Prior to the FTIP preparation process last spring, SBCAG staff met informally with staff from 
member agencies throughout the county.  The purpose of these meetings was to receive ideas, 
suggestions and recommendations for enhancing the FTIP development process and for improving 
the usefulness and convenience of the resulting FTIP document.  Aspects of these contributions 
have been employed throughout this FTIP cycle, and we trust the positive results will speak for the 
many that have facilitated this effort.    
 
TTAC members have examined both the Draft FTIP (at their June 1, 2006 meeting) and the Draft 
Final FTIP (on July 6, 2007).  The members have carefully reviewed the documents for project 
accuracy and completeness, and have provided many comments, particularly relating to their 



 
 

projects’ programming timeframes.  SBCAG staff has incorporated the changes requested in these 
comments, as appropriate, into the FTIP that is before your Board for adoption today. 
 
Schedule 
 
In order for SBCAG to receive approval of the FTIP by September 30, the end of the federal fiscal 
year, the FTIP must be adopted by the SBCAG Board at its July 20, meeting.   
 

SBCAG Board Hearing and Approval of FTIP  July 20th meeting 
SBCAG Submittal of FTIP to Caltrans  by August 1st 
Approval of FTIP by Caltrans and submittal   
    to FHWA\FTA for their approval               August/September 

 
 
Recommendation 
SBCAG staff recommends that the Board hold a public hearing and adopt the 2007 FTIP for 
submittal to Caltrans and our federal transportation partners. 
 
 
Committee Review 
TTAC recommended that the Board adopt the FTIP at its July 20 meeting. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:    Final 2007 FTIP 
   FTIP Appendix 1:  Public Participation Plan 
 
 
 



 
 



Appendix 1:  2007 FTIP  
Public Participation Plan 

 
 
 
 

SBCAG 2007 FTIP - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 
 
1.  We have provided opportunities to comment to a broad range of private and public 
interests,  
 
and we are – 
 
2.  Providing interested parties with reasonable opportunities to comment 
on the FTIP: 
 

• We are conducting a Public Hearings for the 2007 FTIP Adoption – 7/20/06 
• Draft documents have been available on request by phoning our office 
• Published notices of availability of draft FTIP in major newspapers in north and south 

county in late May and and June 2006. 
• Draft documents are likely to have been available at our partner agencies throughout the 

region.    
• We have noticed the TIP amendment and Adoption through paper and electronic board 

meeting agendas (with staff report and document downloads), inviting the public to 
comment. 

• Our technical committee meeting email lists are extensive, including many public and 
government agencies, and reviews of the draft and nearly final documents has been 
conducted by the Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (Draft FTIP - 6/1/06 and 
Draft Final FTIP - 7/6/06) 

• Copies of amendments and Draft FTIP and FINAL FTIPs have been available at SBCAG 
offices. 

• Availability of draft FTIP and Final FTIP on SBCAG website since 5/30/06.  
 
3.  This Participation Plan was developed in consultation with all interested parties: 
 

• Guidelines and aims for Public Participation were discussed in consultation with state, 
federal and partner agencies. 

• This plan was prepared after consulting with interested parties cited above, and includes a 
45-day public review and comment period  (May 30 – July 14, 2006) before SBCAG Board 
adoption (July 20, 2006) of the 2007 FTIP.  

 
4.  Public meetings are convenient and accessible: 
 

• Conduct board meetings at convenient time and place 
• Hold meeting held in accessible facilities that meet ADA requirements. 
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