
 

 

 

 
 

 
SUBJECT: Election Results 
 
MEETING DATE: November 16, 2006 AGENDA ITEM:  8 
 
STAFF CONTACT:   Jim Kemp, Stephen VanDenburgh 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Receive report on election results for Measure D 2006 and State Propositions 1A and 1B 
and provide direction to staff. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Three important transportation measures were on the November 7, 2006 general 
election ballot including Measure D 2006 and State Propositions 1A and 1B.  Based on 
election results available immediately after the election Measure D will not pass—it has 
received majority support of about 54% but failed to achieve the required 2/3 voter 
approval.  Propositions 1A and 1B, which require a simple majority approval for 
passage, have both passed.  Staff will provide the board with a report on the updated 
election results at the board meeting and seek board direction as appropriate. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Measure D 2006 would have provided $1.6 billion for local and regional transportation 
projects through an extension of the existing Measure D ½ cent countywide sales tax by 
30 years and a ¼ cent increase in the tax rate.  To pass, this measure required approval 
by two-thirds of county voters (66.7%).  With 100% of the precincts reporting, but 20,000 
absentee ballots uncounted the day after the election, Measure D had received only 
54.1% of the vote total and will not reach the two-thirds voter approval required to pass.  
 
Proposition 1A will help prevent diversion of transportation revenues by amending the 
state Constitution.  The measure requires that, except in limited circumstances, the state 
sales tax on fuel sales be used only for transportation purposes as provided under 
Proposition 42 approved by state voters in 2002.  Proposition 42 funds which total about 
$1.4 billion annually have been diverted by the Governor and legislature in two of the 
last four state budgets.  Prop 1A will not increase transportation funding, but will help 
stabilize an existing source of funding for transportation that is used for local street and 
road maintenance, State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) projects and 
transit capital projects.   Proposition 1A passed easily with the state’s preliminary results 
showing 76.6% voter support.    
 
Proposition 1B authorizes the State to issue $19.9 billion in general obligation bonds for 
transportation purposes.   SBCAG and local agencies and transit operators in Santa 
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Barbara County will receive approximately $71 million in bond funds through formula 
programs for local streets and roads, transit capital and STIP projects.  Additional 
discretionary funding for projects could be received from other programs authorized by 
Proposition 1B including the Corridor Mobility Improvement Account program.   Since 
Measure D did not succeed, the region will likely not qualify for state matching funds 
under the $1.0 billion State-Local Partnership Program.   Prop 1B will also pass with 
61.3 % voter support being reported the day after the election.    
 
At its October meeting, the board voted to take a position of support for Propositions 1A 
and 1B.  A copy of the letter that was signed by Chair Centeno and sent to the 
Governor’s office and our state legislative delegation is attached.   
 
Staff will provide an update on the election results at the board meeting and seek board 
authorization for actions that are deemed necessary based on the election results.   
Since Measure D 2006 was unsuccessful, staff recommends that a post election survey 
be completed to obtain information on factors contributing to its failure.  A survey of 
those who voted on Measure D would help determine what caused voters to vote 
against the measure.  In particular it will be important to learn if there were concerns 
relating the measure itself (eg., projects included or omitted in the plan, distribution of 
revenues, increase in the tax rate, etc)  or external factors (eg., other state propositions 
on the same ballot, cost of gasoline, voter turnout, etc).  The reliability of the data 
collected in the survey is dependent on completing the survey shortly after the election 
since voter recall tends to be short.   
 
Staff recommends that the executive director be authorized to contract with a public 
opinion research firm that has the necessary experience to complete a post election 
transportation sales tax measure survey.  A limited number of firms have such 
experience and staff has solicited proposals from three qualified firms: Godbe Research, 
Evans McDonough and Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin and Associates.  Staff is reviewing the 
proposals and will present its recommendation at the November 16 meeting.  The cost of 
completing the survey will not exceed $20,000 and can be covered from the SBCAG 
general fund budget.  The results of the survey including a report by the research firm 
would likely be available and presented to the board at its December or January 
meeting. 
 
There were eleven county transportation sales tax measures on the ballot (5 renewals 
and 6 new measures)   As shown in Table 1, four of the measures passed and six failed 
(The result in Tulare County is uncertain at this time).   In addition, a ¼ cent sales tax 
proposed by a Sonoma-Marin County transit district to implement a new commuter rail 
system in the two counties appears to have failed to pass. 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: None 
 
Attachment: 
 
Table 1—Local Transportation Sales Tax Measures on November 7, 2006 Ballot 
Letter from Chair Centeno to Governor Schwarzenegger Re: Support for Propositions 1A 
and 1B.  
     
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 1 
 
 

Local Transportation Sales Tax Measures on November 7 Ballot 
Preliminary Election Results 

 
 

County Pass? 
% 

Yes 
New or 

Renewal Duration Rate 
Estimated 

Value 

Amador No 48.5 New Permanent
1/2 
cent   

Fresno Yes 76.9 Renewal 20 Years 1/2 
cent $1.7 Billion 

Kern No 56.2 New 20 Years 1/2 
cent $1.0 Billion 

Madera Yes 72.7 Renewal 20 Years 1/2 
cent $212 Million 

Merced No 60.7 New 30 Years 1/2 
cent $446 Million 

Orange Yes 68.5 Renewal 30 Years 1/2 
cent $11.8 Billion 

San 
Joaquin Yes 77.2 Renewal 30 Years 1/2 

cent $2.5 Billion 

Santa 
Barbara No 54 Renewal 30 Years 3/4 

cent $1.58 Billion 

Stanislaus No 57.4 New 30 Years 1/2 
cent $1.02 Billion 

Tulare ? 66.74 New 30 Years 1/2 
cent $653 Million 

Sonoma - 
Marin ? 65% New 20 ¼ cent 

$688 Million 
(single 

commuter rail 
project) 

 




