
 
 

 

 
December 17, 2007 
 
 
 
Mr. Patrick Merrill, Chief 
Office of Capital Project Development, 
Operations and Marketing 
Rail Program, MS 74 
P.O. Box 942874 
Sacramento, CA. 94274-0001 
 
 
Dear Mr. Merrill: 
 
 
I am writing to indicate SBCAG’s support for the proposed intercity rail Proposition 1B project list issued 
by Caltrans Division of Rail this December (attached).  As you recall, the LOSSAN board that includes a 
representative from the SBCAG board, voted to support this project list at its December 12, 2007 
meeting. 
 
SBCAG understands that the list must provide geographic equity and reflect the needs of the three 
intercity rail corridors throughout the state.  The list responds to the need by all agencies for new intercity 
rail cars and locomotives, additional track and signal improvements, and improved maintenance.  All 
regions on the LOSSAN corridor including SBCAG will see direct benefits from the projects on this list 
including, the new rail cars, the run through tracks at the major Pacific Surfliner hub – L.A. Union Station, 
and new track and signal work for the Coast Daylight. 
 
SBCAG urges Caltrans and the California Transportation Commission to approve the Proposition 1B 
intercity rail project list as submitted and to implement these projects in an expeditious manner. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jim Kemp, 
Executive Director 
 
cc: Supervisor Salud Carbajal 
 Mayor Mary Blum 
 
Attachment: Proposition 1B Intercity Rail Projects 
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January 9, 2008   
 
Mr. Rich Krumholz, Director 
California Department of Transportation, District 5 
50 Higuera Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-5415 
 
Dear Rich 
 
I am writing to convey the concern of the SBCAG board regarding the state’s limited 
financial participation in the Route 154 Group 2 Operational Improvements project.   
 
As you know, SBCAG has invested a substantial amount of local Measure D sales tax 
revenues in improvements to the state highway system in Santa Barbara County.  Most of 
these improvement projects have been completed with little or no state funding.  Although 
SBCAG’s improvements to highways 1, 101, 154, and 166 provide benefits to the residents 
of Santa Barbara County who are paying Measure D sales taxes, these highways and the 
Measure D funded improvements also serve interregional travelers and provide benefits for 
the entire state. 
 
SBCAG plans to construct a second set of operational and safety improvements on Highway 
154.  These improvements are a follow-on to the successful Measure D funded Group 1 
operational improvements completed in 1997.  The Group 2 project is planned for contract 
award in April 2008.  The construction cost of the project is estimated to be $6.7 million.  All 
of the construction costs along with the right of way and project development costs are being 
funded using Measure D revenues.     
 
In addition to the project costs cited above, SBCAG is required to pay for enhanced 
enforcement services provided by the California Highway Patrol during construction.  
SBCAG understands the need to provide enhanced enforcement to protect the safety of 
workers and the traveling public and has authorized an agreement with the CHP for $80,000 
to provide these services.  The board requested, however, that I inquire why the state is not 
willing to fund these services.  The board believes that this small amount of financial 
participation is reasonable given the substantial investments that SBCAG is making in the 
state highway system using local tax revenues.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jim Kemp 
Executive Director 
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