
 

 

 
 
May 22, 2008 
 
 
Mr. Vincent Armenta  
Tribal Chairman 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians  
P.O. Box 517 
Santa Ynez, CA. 93460 
 
Dear Mr. Armenta: 
 
SBCAG considers the input of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians essential to our ongoing 
transportation planning and programming activities. SBCAG believes our lines of communication are 
open.  Federal agencies that certify our transportation planning and programming process require us to 
document the ongoing consultation process between our two governing boards. Therefore, this letter 
provides a summary of our understanding of this relationship and documents our understanding of the 
existing consultation between the tribal government and SBCAG.  This letter also affords the Tribe the 
specific opportunity to provide input on this arrangement. 
 
SBCAG will continue to keep the lines of communication open with the Chumash Tribal Business 
Committee.  Our current consultation process includes distribution of regular notices and agendas of our 
policy board and committee meetings, and, specific notices with the update of our Regional 
Transportation Plan, Federal Transportation Improvement Program, and Public Participation Procedures.  
The Tribal Business Committee has identified Mr. Sam Cohen, Tribal Administrator as our principal point 
of contact.  To ensure that the tribe’s views were reflected in the development of the Measure A 
Investment Plan, at SBCAG’s request, the tribe appointed Mr. Cohen as its representative to a 
Subregional Policy Development Committee charged with developing the north county subregional 
component of the plan.  (Measure A will be on the November 2008 ballot and if approved by the voters 
would extend the county’s existing Measure D ½ cent sales tax for 30 years to fund a range of 
transportation projects identified in the plan).   
 
A subcommittee of the SBCAG Policy Board and the Tribal Business Council meet on a periodic basis to 
discuss matters of mutual interest and ensure that consultation is taking place between the governing 
boards. The last meeting of our governing board members was held in July 2007 and included 
discussion of ongoing consultation protocol, interregional transit services, planned and programmed 
improvements on Highways 154 and 246, and Measure D renewal.     
 
Feel free to call me if you have any questions about any of SBCAG activities or wish to comment on our 
consultation process.  I look forward to continue working collaboratively with the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians, and specifically with you, Mr. Sam Cohen, and members of the Business Committee 
on regional issues in Santa Barbara County.  I’ll be contacting you soon to schedule another consultation 
meeting. 



 

 

 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jim Kemp 
Executive Director 
 
 
Cc: Sam Cohen 
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