
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: Measure A 
 
MEETING DATE: November 20, 2008 AGENDA ITEM:  8 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp, Gregg Hart 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Receive a report on Measure A election results. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Measure A passed with overwhelming voter support.  The Santa Barbara County Elections 
Office’s updated vote count as of November 12, 2008 for Measure A shows the measure 
passing with nearly 79% of the vote (a two-thirds majority is required).  Approximately 6,000 
provisional ballots remain to be counted.  These ballots will not change the margin of victory 
significantly.  As of November 12, 2008, the vote totals were: 
 

YES - 124,010  (78.84%) 
NO  -   33,284  (21.16%) 

 
Support was very strong in all parts of Santa Barbara County.  North County voters supported 
Measure A with 75% of the vote and South County voters favored the measure with 82% of the 
vote.  Every community in Santa Barbara County supported Measure A by more than a two-
thirds majority.  The yes vote percentages from each of the county’s incorporated cities from the 
11/10 vote count are as follows: Carpinteria & Guadalupe – 84%, Santa Barbara & Goleta  – 
81%, Santa Maria  – 79%, Buellton – 76%, Solvang & Lompoc – 75%. 
 
Attachment A shows the election results by community for Measure A 2008 (as of 11/10) and 
Measure D 2006.  Overall support for the local transportation sales tax increased from 54% to 
79%.    
 
The passage of Measure A will provide over $1 billion for transportation needs within the county 
and provide leverage for an estimated $ 0.5 billion it state and federal matching funds.  
Attachment B summarizes the Measure A investment plan.   
 
The success of Measure A is both historic and in many ways without precedent: 
 

• Santa Barbara County voters have never before passed a two-thirds majority ballot 
measure.  

• The original Measure D received 54.98% in 1989 (simple majority required).  In 2006, 
Measure D received 54.47%.  Support for Measure A increased by nearly 25% in 2008 

• North County support increased from 42% in 2006 to 75% in 2008 – a 33% increase. 
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• South County voters also increased their support from 64% in 2006 to 82% in 2008.  
• The number of “yes” votes cast for Measure A nearly doubled the number of yes votes 

cast for Measure D in 2006 (63,407) when provisional ballots are added in. 
• Measure A received more yes votes from county voters than any other candidate, state 

ballot proposition or local measure.  Except for candidates running unopposed, Measure 
A received a higher percentage of voter support than any other candidate, state 
proposition or local measure.  

• Since 1984 there have been 56 county transportation sales tax elections in California.  
Measure A’s 78.84% support is the fourth highest level of support ever achieved. 

 
 
There were a total of seven counties with transportation sales tax measures on the ballot this 
November.  At last report, Santa Barbara (79%), Imperial (83%) Los Angeles (67%) and 
Sonoma-Marin (69%) passed.  Monterey County’s measure failed (62%) and Stanislaus 
(65.96%) and Santa Clara (66.52%) are too close to call.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
Attachment A – Measure A 2008 and Measure D 2006 Election Results by community 
Attachment B – Measure A Expenditure Plan Fact Sheet 




