Attachment 2

VISION 7 O 3 O

PLANNING SANTA BARBARA COUNTY'S TRANSPORTATION FUTURE

County of Santa Barbara
Buellton '
Carpinteria

Goleta

Guadalupe
Lompoc
Santa Barbara
Santa Maria
Solvang

FINAL SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
2008 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN
COMMENTS, RESPONSES, AND REVISIONS

(SBCAG

santa barbara county association of governments

Y 4












VISION2030: SBCAG 2008 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Santa Ynez Valley

Los Alamos

-}
\\,_\_— Buellton N\

A\jL Solvang Santa \:nez\\;

o ~ AN

5 e— AN

Map 1.5: Santa Ynez Valley

South Coast

Bounded by the Santa Ynez Mountains to the
north, the Pacific Ocean to the south, the Ventura
County line to the east, and Gaviota to the west, is
a narrow strip of coastal land known as the South
Coast. It includes the incorporated cities of
Carpinteria, Santa Barbara—with the region’s only
marine harbor facilities—and Goleta, as well as
unincorporated Summerland, Montecito, and Isla
Vista—home to UCSB.

The South Coast is accessible by US 101, State
Routes 150 and 154, Amtrak, the Santa Barbara
Airport, the Coastal Express, the Clean Air Express,
and Greyhound Bus service.

Map 1.6: South Coast
1.3 PLANNING

The purpose of regional transportation planning is
to implement an inclusive, environmentally
sensitive, and multimodal approach to addressing
transportation needs. The 2008 Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) will continue to guide
both short and longterm transportation
investments within Santa Barbara County. The
RTP consists of a background chapter on the
region’s transportation system (Chapter 2), a Policy
Element (Chapter 3), an Action Element (Chapter
4), a Financial Element (Chapter 5), and an
Environmental Assessment.

1.3.1 The Requirements

Santa Barbara County Association of Governments
(SBCAG), as both the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) and the Regional
Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA) for Santa
Barbara County, has the legislative responsibility to
develop a comprehensive 20-year vision of the
region’s transportation system vis-a-vis the RTP.
The RTP is an action-oriented document used to
achieve a coordinated and balanced regional
transportation system.

1.3.1.1 Federal Requirements

Transportation Equity Act

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA-LU) requires the consideration of
projects and strategies within the transportation
plan that will:

e support the economic vitality of the
metropolitan area, especially by enabling
global competitiveness, productivity, and
efficiency;

e increase the safety of the transportation
system for motorized and non-motorized
users;

e increase the security of the transportation
system for motorized and non-motorized
users;

e increase the accessibility and mobility
options available to people and for freight;

e protect and enhance the environment,
promote energy conservation, and
improve quality of life;

e enhance the integration of connectivity of
the transportation system, across and
between modes, for people and freight;

e promote efficient system management
and operations; and

e emphasize the preservation of the existing
system.

SAFETEA-LU also requires that the RTP be
financially constrained—it must demonstrate that
sufficient revenues are expected to cover the costs
of implementing the RTP, including operating and
maintaining transportation facilities and services,
and implementing planned and programmed
transportation system improvements.

Clean Air Act

The RTP must be consistent with air quality
standards—the Clean Air Act (CAA). The CAA is
expressed through the State Implementation Plan
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Congestion Management

Federal law (ISTEA (1991) and its successor
TEA-21 (1998)) required MPOs in TMAs to
develop and implement a Congestion
Management System (CMS) and integrate the
CMS into the metropolitan transportation
planning process. TEA-21’s successor,
SAFETEA-LU (2005), upheld the CMS
requirement, but called it a Congestion
Management Process (CMP). The two terms,
CMS and CMP, are interchangeable.

State law (California Government Code
865089, Proposition 111 (1990)) requires
each county in the state to develop a
Congestion Management Program (CMP). A
Congestion Management Agency (CMA)
prepares the CMP and monitors for county and
city government conformance.

State CMP requirements are consistent with
federal CMP/CMS requirements.

1.3.2 The Public Input Process

SBCAG believes that good ideas originate through
an open exchange of information. The agency
encourages public involvement in its plans,
programs, and projects. As the primary users of
the transportation system, Santa Barbara County
residents know the transportation needs of their
community best.

SBCAG also understands that residents have an
interest in maintaining a quality of life in the
County. The County is faced with projected
population and economic growth that will impact
the transportation system; land use, economic
development, and transportation policy decisions
are all interconnected.

In addition, actively involving the public in the
planning process illuminates issues, strategies,
and solutions that otherwise might not be
considered. This consideration is important for
developing a successful RTP that will meet the
needs of the County’s diverse communities.

Four public workshops were held in Santa Barbara
County to engage the public at the beginning of the
regional transportation planning process. The
workshops were held according to the major
geographic regions of Santa Barbara County:
e Santa Ynez Valley, including the cities of
Buellton and Solvang;

e Lompoc, including Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Vandenberg Village, and Mission
Hills;

e Santa Maria, including Cuyama, Los
Alamos, Orcutt, and the City of Guadalupe;
and

e Santa Barbara, including Carpinteria and
Goleta

These meetings were held at public venues which
were ADA and transit accessible, at 6:30 PM on
Tuesday, October 23, 2007, Wednesday, October
24, 2007, Tuesday, October 30, 2007, and
Thursday, November 1, 2007, respectively.

There was extensive outreach to the general,
minority, low income, and special needs
populations in each region. In addition, there was
outreach to those communities who support or
advocate for alternative transportation. Outreach
methods included flyers distributed via e-mail and
through established local newsletters and social
service agencies, posting of the workshop notice
on the internet, announcements at public
meetings, public service announcements on the
radio, and newspaper advertisements. SBCAG
sent e-mail invitations to elected and appointed
officials, community leaders, and community
advocates. In addition, the Santa Barbara County
Transit Advisory Committee was provided a briefing
on the RTP update.

The workshops were designed to facilitate public
participation by providing information and asking
questions about what issues and problems
participants had with the existing transportation
system. The workshop also included a general
session that provided background information
about population change, traffic growth, and
available transportation. Finally, participants were
asked to respond to proposed projects to address
problems and to propose additional projects for
consideration.

The public input gathered at these workshops was
taken into consideration and included in preparing
the draft RTP as appropriate. See the table in
Appendix G for workshop and other RTP initiation
comments and SBCAG’s responses.

The SBCAG Board approved the draft RTP and
draft EIR for public distribution and review on July
17, 2008. Onece-the Draft RTP-and Draft EIR-are
completed,—SBCAG—will, in accordance with its
Public Participation Plan, provided for a 45-day
legally noticed public comment period_that opened

July 18, 2008.
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SBCAG staff sent notices of release of the draft
documents to local newspapers throughout the
County and agencies such as local city and county
public __works/planning departments, _transit
agencies, airports, and partner agencies such as
the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments and
the Ventura County Transportation Commission.
Other recipients included the Santa Ynez Band of
Chumash Indians, Caltrans, the Federal Highway
Administration, and  the Federal  Transit
Administration. SBCAG also provided copies to the
State Clearinghouse for distribution to state
agencies. In total, SBCAG staff directly notified
approximately 650 groups and individuals. SBCAG
staff also made the draft documents available on
the SBCAG website and at main county libraries.

SBCAG staff held public workshops on the draft
documents in Santa Maria and Santa Barbara on
August 5 and 6, respectively. Five persons
attended the Santa Maria workshop and one
person attended the Santa Barbara workshop. The
SBCAG Board held a public hearing on the draft
documents on August 21. One person made a
comment. The public notice for the workshops and
the hearing is included in Appendix F.

During the public comment period, which closed on
September 2, 2008, SBCAG received 18 written
comments. All RTP public comments and SBCAG’s
responses are included in Appendix |I. EIR
comments and responses are included in a
separate document, 2008 Santa Barbara County
Regional Transportation Plan Final Environmental
Impact Report Comments, Responses and
Revisions.
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1.3.3 Consultation

SBCAG also worked to engage local agencies in the
development of the RTP. SBCAG worked closely
with  transit and economic development
representatives from local jurisdictions via the
Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council
(SBCTAC) and the Technical Transportation
Advisory Committee (TTAC). Local cities, the
County, transit agencies, and local airports all
contributed projects for the project lists in
Appendix D. SBCAG obtained input on freight
issues from airports and rail services (LOSSAN
North Strategic Plan). Private sector involvement
was obtained in public workshops and notification.

Because there are federal forest lands in Santa
Barbara County, SBCAG also contacted the US
Forest Service for its input. See the EIR for
information on consultation with State and local
agencies responsible for land use, natural
resources, environmental protection, conservation
and historic preservation, and for comparison to
the California State Wildlife Action Plan and other
inventories of natural and historic resources.

SBCAG solicited early involvement from the Santa
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. Government to
Government consultation occurred when a policy
committee of the SBCAG board met with the Tribal
Business Council in mid 2007. During this
meeting SBCAG stated it was updating the RTP and
the FTIP. SBCAG requested early input on potential
issues of concern. In addition, the meeting
covered a list of other issues such as Measure D
renewal, interregional bus services, and ongoing
coordination. The Tribe designated a day-to-day
contact for SBCAG. One of these issues raised by
the Tribe was congestion on SR 246 which is
addressed in the RTP. Prior to preparing the draft
RTP, SBCAG conducted public workshops in late
2007 to provide early input on the list of issues
that should be considered in the update of the
RTP. A representative from the Tribe attended one
of the public workshops and provided comments
summarized in the table in at the end of Appendix
G. SBCAG then prepared, completed, and
distributed the draft RTP to many groups, including
the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. SBCAG
held public workshops and a representative from
the Tribe attended the Santa Maria workshop.
Furthermore, there were e-mail exchanges
between Tribal representatives and SBCAG staff on
issues related to traffic congestion on SR 246 and
the quality of the park-and-ride lot at the junction
of SR 246 and SR 154. These comments resulted
in changes to the RTP. In addition, the Tribe has
been involved in insuring archeological issues have
been discussed in the environmental evaluations
of major highway projects including passing lanes
on SR 246, Group 1l Measure D Highway
Improvements on SR 154, and US 101 South
Coast improvements, among other projects.

1.4 MOVING SANTA BARBARA

Santa Barbara County’s transportation network
serves as the system for moving thousands of
people on a daily basis. The region's
transportation network is  composed of
approximately 2,013 miles of paved roads, five
major highway corridors (US 101 and State Routes
1, 154, 166, and 246), six transit operators, one
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