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Approved minutes of the Regular Meeting of the
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments
Board of Directors

Thursday, January 15, 2009
8:30 AM
Board of Supervisors Hearing Room

511 East Lakeside Parkway
Santa Maria, CA

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

Vice-Chair Alvarez called the meeting to order at 8:28 a.m.

Members Present: Salud Carbajal, Supervisor, First District; Janet Wolf, Supervisor, Second District
(via remote from Santa Barbara); Doreen Farr, Supervisor, Third District; Joni Gray, Supervisor, Fourth
District; Joe Centeno, Supervisor, Fifth District; lya Falcone, Councilmember, City of Santa Barbara;
Larry Lavagnino, Mayor, City of Santa Maria; Ed Skytt, Councilmember, City of Solvang; Michael
Bennett, Councilmember, City of Goleta, Lupe Alvarez, Mayor, City of Guadalupe; Joe Armendariz,
Councilmember, City of Carpinteria (arrived at 8:34 a.m.); Dick DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc; Russ
Hicks, Mayor, City of Buellton

Staff Present: Jim Kemp, Executive Director; Stephen VanDenburgh, Deputy Director Programs;
Michael Powers, Deputy Director Planning; Aubrey Spilde, Transportation Planner; Brittany Odermann,
Transportation Planner; Terry Contreras, Board Clerk; Kevin E. Ready, Sr., Senior Deputy County
Counsel, Rich Krumholz, Caltrans District 5 Representative, Pat Mickelson, Caltrans District 5
Representative

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION

No closed session items.

4. REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approve minutes from the November 20, 2008 board of directors meeting.
Motion to approve the November 20, 2008 minutes.
Motion: Lavagnino Second: Bennett

Motion carried: 9-0-3 (Farr, Lavagnino, Falcone abstained, Armendariz absent)

Member Agencies
Buellton = Carpinteria » Goleta » Guadalupe = Lompoc = Santa Barbara = Santa Maria = Solvang = Santa Barbara County



APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR

Approve by roll call vote on one motion:

A. FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION SECTION 5307 FUNDING CALL FOR PROJECTS

Approve project selection procedures for FTA 5307 funding and authorize a call for projects.

B. PROPOSITION 1B TRANSIT SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM

Approve Projects for the Fiscal Year 2008/09 Proposition 1B Transit Security Grant Program for
Submittal to California Department of Homeland Security.

C. FEDERAL EARMARK FUNDING REQUESTS

Authorize staff to submit earmark funding requests to our region’s congressional representatives
for the Highway 101 Santa Maria River Bridge six-lane widening, Highway 101 Carpinteria
Creek Bridge replacement, Highway 101 Union Valley Parkway Interchange, Highway 166
safety improvements, various transit capital purchases, and a rail siding project in Santa
Barbara County.

D. ROUTE 154 OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

Receive a status report on the construction of the Measure D funded
Route 154 Operational Improvements project.

Motion to approve consent calendar.
Motion: Lavagnino Second: Skytt
Motion carried: 12-0 (Armendariz absent)

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION

Adopt resolution of appreciation for former SBCAG Chair and board member Firestone.
Motion to adopt resolution of appreciation.
Motion: Lavagnino Second: Skytt

Motion carried: 13-0



10.

11.

12.

ACTION ITEMS

Items 10-12 were heard prior to item 9 due to a 10:00 a.m. time certain for the Unmet Transit Needs

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2009

Elect board Chair and Vice-Chair for 2009

Motion to elect Mayor Alvarez as Chair and Supervisor Carbajal as Vice Chair for 2009.
Motion: Centeno Second: Falcone

Motion carried: 13-0

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT FOCUSED REZONE PROGRAM, ORCUTT, KEY
SITE 30 (20 minutes)

Adopt findings of consistency of proposed rezoning with Airport Land Use Plan, subject to conditions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Andy Caldwell, COLAB addressed the board in support of the rezone.

Laurie Tamura addressed the board in support of the rezone.

Motion to adopt findings of consistency, subject to conditions of approval.
Motion: Carbaijal Second: Skytt

Motion carried: 9-3 (Gray, Hicks, Armendariz no)

HIGHWAY 101 MILPAS TO CABRILLO/HOT SPRINGS PROJECT

Authorize the Executive Director to negotiate an amendment to the construction cooperative agreement
with Caltrans for the 101 Milpas to Cabrillo/Hot Springs project providing short term loans of SBCAG
funding to avoid construction delays.

Motion to table item 12 at 9:55 a.m. due to a 10:00 a.m. time certain for item 9.

Motion: Farr Second: Falcone

Motion carried 12-0 (Supervisor Wolf absent, left at 9:45 a.m.)

PUBLIC COMMENT

Bill Palladini, Montecito Association, addressed the board with the concerns of the Montecito
Association. They feel that any delay in completion of the project, especially the roundabout, would
cause further hardship on Coast Village Road businesses and the community as a whole.

J'amy Brown, resident, supports staff recommendation. Safety is a factor and project should be
completed. Would like area put back to working order if the board votes to not provide the loan.



Andy Caldwell, COLAB, doesn’t feel SBCAG should lend money to bail out the State of California or
Caltrans. SBCAG should use the money for local road projects.

Alex Pujo, COAST, addressed the board in support of the loan. Would like to know where the money
will be coming from. Hopes they use the money that has already been allocated for highway
improvement and not funds for transit.

Deborah Brasket, SB County Action Network, concerned about where the funds will be coming from.
Urged the board to take the funds from the already allocated highway improvement funds and not
funds for transit.

Danny Copus, Coast Village Business Association, the project can’t be left the way it is. Business is
being impacted and hopes a decision will be made to either take the project back to the way it was or
complete the project.

Motion to authorize the Executive Director to negotiate an agreement with Caltrans for the 101 Milpas
to Cabrillo/Hot Springs project and bring the agreement back for approval, if necessary. Also invite
State Assemblyman Nava to discuss the issues in Sacramento and the contractor for the project to
attend board meeting.

Motion: Carbaijal Second: Falcone

Motion carried: 9-2-1 (DeWees, Alvarez no, Gray abstained)

PUBLIC HEARINGS

UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS

Hold hearing and receive public input on unmet transit needs in Santa Barbara County.

PUBLIC COMMENT

SBCAG contracted with Rosa Leyva to provide Spanish translation for the pubilic.

Deborah Brasket, Santa Barbara County Action Network (SBCAN), addressed the board on the lack of
adequate and efficient transportation systems in the north county where large numbers of low income
and transit dependent residents reside. She would like all jurisdictions in the north county to commit to
using all TDA funds for transit in the future to encourage an efficient transit system. She would like to
see an independent transit agency in the north county like the Santa Barbara MTD.

Jason Trevino, Tri-Counties Regional Center (TCRC), thanked the board for the improvements in the
Lompoc/Santa Ynez routes. The Tri-Counties Regional Center deals with individuals who have
developmental disabilities. He stated that the routes are often too tight and his clients in wheelchairs
are passed up by the full bus and often have to wait an hour to get the next connection. Extra routes
would be helpful during the evening hours and would also like the last route of the day to possibly be
extended. He also submitted a letter of comment.

Antonio Rivera Sanchez, People United for Economic Justice Building Leadership through Organizing
(PUEBLO), addressed the board on transportation needs for students.

Mariana Perez, People United for Economic Justice Building Leadership through Organizing
(PUEBLO), thanked the board for using funds for public transportation. She also addressed the
extended wait time she has experienced while using public transportation.



Rosa Isela Torres, People United for Economic Justice Building Leadership through Organizing
(PUEBLO), addressed the board on the bus service and its overcrowding. She would like to have
areas around the schools revised and add additional routes in order to accommodate students needing
to go to work after school. She requested that funds be used for public transit.

Kathryn Cook, VTC Enterprises, serves the developmentally disabled. The clients that VTC serves use
public transportation. The closure of other regional centers has impacted the case load in Santa Maria.
She thanked the SBCAG board, the City of Santa Maria and SMOOTH for expanding the fixed route
system to include VAFB, Guadalupe and for expanding the hours in Santa Maria. She also submitted a
letter of comment.

Alex Pujo, Coalition for Sustainable Transportation (COAST), addressed the board on the allocation of
TDA funds to transit and also ridership levels.

Andy Caldwell, Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB), addressed the board on road
repair, road improvement and circulation improvement benefits to transit. He feels that the north county
does not rely on public transportation as much as the south county. He stated that the requests for new
services are better served by taxi service not public transit. He recommended that the board maintain
but not expand public transit.

Public hearing only therefore no action was taken.

Motion to receive information and close public hearing.

Motion: Centeno Second: Skytt

Motion carried 12-0

EX AGENDA ITEM - PXP TRANQUILLON RIDGE PROJECT

SBCAG board to consider adopting a position of support for the Tranquillion Ridge project.
Motion to hear Ex Agenda Item:
Motion: Gray Second: Skytt

Motion carried 12-0

PUBLIC COMMENT

Andy Caldwell, COLAB addressed the board in support of the project and asked that the board support
the project as well.

Motion to send letter of support for the Tranquillion Ridge project to the State Lands Commission based
on overwhelming benefits to the County including the extraction of needed oil and gas resources,
environmental protection benefits, and financial benefits to local and state government.

Motion: DeWees Second: Lavagnino

Motion carried: 11-1 (Gray no)



13.

14.

TEPUSQUET BRIDGE PROJECT

Authorize the Executive Director to sign an agreement with the County of Santa Barbara to loan up to
$500,000 in Regional Surface Transportation Program funds currently programmed to a future-year
County project for use on the Tepusquet Bridge project to avoid construction delays.

Motion to authorize the Chair to sign a reallocation agreement (as amended at the meeting) with the
County of Santa Barbara.

Motion: Gray Second: Skytt

Motion carried: 11-0 (DeWees absent)

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

A.

Appoint one delegate and one alternate to the California Association of Councils of
Governments (CALCOG).

Motion to appoint Mayor Hicks as delegate.
Motion: Lavagnino Second: Carbajal
Motion carried 12-0

Motion to appoint Supervisor Wolf as alternate
Motion: Falcone Second: Skytt
Motion carried: 12-0

Appoint one delegate and one alternate each to the Coast Rail Coordinating Council and the
Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency (LOSSAN).

Motion to appoint Supervisor Farr as delegate to the Coast Rail Coordinating Council.

Motion: Lavagnino Second: Carbajal

Motion carried: 12-0

Motion to appoint Councilmember Bennett as alternate to the Coast Rail Coordinating Council.
Motion: Centeno Second: Carbajal

Motion carried: 12-0

Motion to appoint Supervisor Carbajal as delegate and Mayor Blum as alternate to LOSSAN.
Motion: Skytt Second: Lavagnino

Motion carried: 12-0



15.

16.

17.

18.

C. Appoint three members and an alternate to serve as SBCAG representatives on the Coastal
Express Policy Steering Committee.

Motion to appoint Supervisors Carbajal, Wolf and Councilmember Armendariz as members and
Mayor Blum as alternate to the Coastal Express Policy Steering Committee.

Motion: Lavagnino Second: Skytt
Motion carried: 12-0
D. That the Chair appoint members to the SBCAG executive committee.

Chair Alvarez appointed Mayor Lavagnino, Supervisor Carbajal and Councilmember
Armendariz as members to the SBCAG executive committee.

WORKSHOP ON REGIONAL ISSUES

Schedule a board workshop for Thursday February 19 to discuss implementation of SB 375 and
SBCAG’s role in regional issues.

Motion to schedule a board workshop, as a regular agenda item at the February 19 2009 board
meeting, to discuss the implementation of SB 375.

Motion: Carbaijal Second: Bennett
Motion carried: 12-0

COMMITTEE REPORTS

None.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Jim Kemp reported that there are four projects within the county that received approval for Job Access
Reverse Commute and New Freedom funding from the Federal Government through its grant
programs. The City of Santa Maria received $100,000.00 for nighttime and Saturday service of its
transit service. SBCAG’s Traffic Solutions will be receiving $100,000.00 for its Reverse Commute Van
Pool Program between north and south county. The City of Lompoc received funding for both capital
and operations for the recently started Wine Country Express service and under the New Freedom
program Community Partners in Caring received $62,000.00 for a volunteer driver program.

Mr. Kemp reported that in regards to the economic stimulus package there are ongoing discussions.
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has started putting some details to an
economic stimulus package and President elect Obama has made it goal to have an economic stimulus
package enacted within a month of his inauguration into office. This is important because the stimulus
as it is currently drafted will include money for infrastructure projects, specifically for transportation
infrastructure projects. Current discussion is that approximately 85 billion dollars in an immediate
stimulus in federal funding that would be going to states and regional local governments for projects
that can be implemented in the very near future.

CALTRANS DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Rich Krumholz informed the board that there would be an open house/public hearing on the Linden
Casitas Pass Road interchange Project in Carpinteria. It is being held on Thursday, January 22, 2009
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Canalino Elementary School, 1480 Linden Avenue in Carpinteria.
There will be a formal presentation of the project features at 6:30 p.m. Announced that there would be
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19.

20.

a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Santa Maria six lane project on Friday, January 30, 2009, 11:00 a.m.
at River Oaks Park, 809 Stanford Drive, Santa Maria.

Union Pacific will be doing some track work on the line the Pacific Surfliner runs on from Sunday,
January 25 2009 through Tuesday, January 27, 2009. If anyone is planning on taking the Pacific
Surfliner during this time please contact 1-800-USA-RAIL because you may be making some of your
trip by bus.

The 192 Safety Project estimated start date is April 2009, run through the summer and be complete by
the fall of 2009. Caltrans will be working closely with the contractor to minimize the closures of 192.

The Clark Avenue Park & Ride is closed until the end of January to do paving, landscaping and lighting
improvements. Improvements are being funded with Measure D funds.

COMMUNICATIONS

ADJOURN

The next Board meeting will be held on Thursday, February 19, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 in Santa
Barbara.



