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RECOMMENDATION: Review and recommended approval of the 2007 Travel Trends 

Report 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Andrew Orfila, Bill Yim, Michael Powers  
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
SBCAG staff has prepared a report that summarizes emerging travel patterns on the regional 
transportation system in Santa Barbara County.  The 2007 Travel Trends Report (attached) 
details historical trends that have emerged in the last few years related to travel modes chosen 
to get to work, vehicle miles traveled, travel demand and congestion on the regional roadway 
system, and ridership and operational data for transit, rail, and air systems.  Some of the major 
findings from the report are described below. 
 

• Between 1996 and 2001, vehicle miles traveled (VMT) increased approximately 18%.  
Between 2001 and 2006, VMT increased by less than 1%. 

 
• Travel demand on the South Coast corridor of U.S. 101 has slowed since 2000.  At the 

Santa Barbara-Ventura County line, daily traffic volumes have leveled off since 2002.  
Another emerging trend was gauged from the hourly traffic volume data at the Santa 
Barbara-Ventura County line.  The data shows increases in hourly volumes before the 
A.M. peak commute period (before 7:00 A.M.) and after the P.M. peak commute period 
(after 6:00 P.M.), which indicates that commuters from Ventura County may be leaving 
earlier for work and leaving for home later in the evening. 

 



 
• In the North County, traffic volumes at the U.S. 101 count station north of the Clark 

Avenue interchange have been increasing steadily at a rate of 3% per year.  
Approximately 4,700 vehicles per day were added to this segment of U.S. 101 between 
2003 and 2005.  At the Santa Barbara-San Luis Obispo County line, daily traffic 
volumes have increased at a rate of about 2.5% per year since 1996.  More recently, 
daily traffic volumes have been declining at this count station (between 2004 and 2006). 

 
• Route 246 has experienced the fastest rate of traffic growth in the County over the last 

ten years, particularly in the Buellton and Solvang areas of the Santa Ynez Valley.  The 
growth in tourist traffic is evident east of Solvang, where peak hour volumes have not 
grown, but weekend volumes have increased by over 12% between 2003 and 2005. 

 
• Ridership on Countywide transit services has increased by approximately 14% since FY 

2001/02.  Ridership on Santa Maria Area Transit fixed-route buses increased 56% for 
the five-year period between FY 2001-02 and FY 2005-06 (an average annual increase 
of 9%).  This is impressive given that SMAT has the second-highest ridership levels in 
the County.  Ridership on regional transit services (the Clean Air Express and Coastal 
Express) has increased dramatically, due to increased congestion on the South Coast 
portion of U.S. 101 and the increasing cost of gasoline.  The data shows that ridership 
on the Coastal Express, which runs between Ventura County and the South Coast of 
Santa Barbara County, has nearly tripled since FY 2001-02. 

 
• Rail ridership levels are increasing at Amtrak stations in Carpinteria, Santa Barbara, 

Goleta, and Guadalupe, largely due to increased ridership on the Pacific Surfliner.   
 

• At the Santa Barbara Municipal Airport, enplanements have increased, while operations 
have decreased, since 2002.  At the Santa Maria Public, airport enplanements have 
declined at the airport over the last ten years.  Aircraft operations increased between 
1996 and 2002, but have leveled off since then. 

 
Staff will entertain any questions or comments on the report.  Staff recommends that TTAC 
approve release of the draft report for consideration by the SBCAG Board. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

COMMERCIAL TRUCK DATA 
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Table C-1 
Truck Volumes on the State Highway System in Santa Barbara County 

Route Description 

2001 2005 

AADT 
Total 

Total 
Trucks 

Total 
Truck % 

AADT 
Total 

Total 
Trucks 

Total 
Truck % 

1 Jct. U.S. 101 I/C 7,400 747 10.1 7,700 778 10.1 
1 Jct. Rte. 246 North 14,000 560 4 16,000 640 4 
1 Lompoc/Casmalia Rd. 19,000 925 5 20,000 1,000 5 
1 Vandenberg AFB 16,000 698 4.5 16,100 741 4.6 
1 Casmalia Rd. 1,850 77 4.18 2,400 100 4.18 
1 Jct. Rte. 166 East (Guadalupe) 5,900 336 5.7 6,200 353 5.7 

101 Jct. Rte. 150 66,000 4,422 6.7 67,000 6,479 9.67 
101 Sheffield Drive I/C 85,000 6,290 7.4 85,000 3,375 3.97 
101 Milpas St. I/C 100,000 5,740 5.74 106,000 4,208 3.97 
101 Jct. Rte. 225-Las Positas Road 141,000 6,176 4.38 144,000 5,717 3.97 
101 Jct. Rte. 154 138,000 8,694 6.3 138,000 8,694 6.3 
101 Jct. Rte. 217 South 121,000 9,075 7.5 119,000 8,925 7.5 
101 Storke Road I/C 39,000 3,822 9.8 35,000 3,430 9.8 
101 Jct. Rte. 1 29,500 3,245 11.8 31,000 3,658 11.8 
101 Jct. Rte. 246 (Buellton) 21,000 2,741 14.2 22,200 3,152 14.2 
101 Jct. Rte. 154 East 25,000 3,348 12.4 30,000 3,720 12.4 
101 Jct. Rte. 135 (Los Alamos) 26,000 3,640 13 28,500 3,990 14 
101 Betteravia Road I/C 40,000 3,600 9 46,000 4,140 9 
101 Jct. Rte. 166 East (SB-SLO County Line) 60,000 4,500 7.5 67,000 5,025 8 
135 Jct. Rte. 101 (Los Alamos) 4,400 242 5.5 5,500 303 5.5 
135 South Jct. Rte. 1 2,800 322 11.5 2,700 311 11.5 
135 North Jct. Rte. 1 (Orcutt) 14,500 653 4.5 14,800 666 4.5 
135 Jct. Rte. 166 31,000 1,240 4 32,000 1,280 4 
135 Jct. Rte. 101 19,300 811 4.2 20,000 840 4.2 
150 Jct. Rte. 192 West 3,000 270 9 3,100 279 9 
154 Jct. Rte. 101 (Zaca) 9,100 683 7.5 11,100 833 7.5 
154 Jct. Rte. 246 13,700 685 5 16,000 800 5 
154 Jct. Rte. 192 16,800 538 3.2 18,000 576 3.2 
166 Jct. Rte. 1 (Guadalupe) 7,100 511 7.2 9,000 648 7.2 
166 Jct. Rte. 135 18,700 1,216 6.5 22,000 1,430 6.5 
166 Jct. Rte. 101 15,600 530 3.4 17,500 595 3.4 
192 Jct. Rte. 154 13,000 416 3.2 13,500 432 3.2 
192 Hot Springs Road 8,300 166 2 9,200 184 2 
192 San Ysidro Road 9,200 221 2.4 10,000 240 2.4 
192 Jct. Rte. 150 600 38 6.3 750 47 6.3 
217 UCSB Entrance 16,200 324 2 17,000 340 2 
225 Jct. Rte. 101 (Las Positas Road) 21,300 383 1.8 24,000 432 1.8 
246 Jct. Rte. 1 (Lompoc) 8,900 329 3.7 11,000 407 3.7 
246 Jct. Rte. 101 (Buellton) 17,000 697 4.1 20,500 841 4.1 
246 Jct. Rte. 154 (Santa Ynez) 6,900 338 4.9 8,800 431 4.9 

Source:  Average Annual Daily Traffic on California State Highways, Caltrans, 2001 & 2005.    
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APPENDIX D 
 

ENPLANEMENTS, OPERATIONS, AND BASED AIRCRAFT AT COUNTY AIRPORTS 
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AIRPORTS  1996  1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Enplaned Passengers 
    Santa Barbara Municipal Airport * 336,700 423,300 414,900 398,900 391,000 366,500 367,200 380,000 415,200 432,800 434,500
    Santa Maria Public Airport 49,600 50,100 40,300 42,000 43,100 32,500 30,500 32,700 36,400 35,800 33,700
    Lompoc Airport ** 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
    Santa Ynez Airport   n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 31 8 18 32 n/a

Aircraft Operations  

    Santa Barbara Municipal Airport 165,600 175,200 158,900 168,500 167,400 160,500 159,800 152,500 151,700 151,700 132,000
    Santa Maria Public Airport 61,500 63,800 62,400 77,800 76,400 72,800 80,600 66,300 71,600 71,500 63,500
    Lompoc Airport ** 36,000 36,000 36,000 25,000 17,500 17,500 17,500 17,500 17,500 17,500 17,500
    Santa Ynez Airport *** n/a 24,000 27,000 27,000 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Based Aircraft

    Santa Barbara Municipal Airport * 195 179 158 182 165 n/a 202 193 182 216 178
    Santa Maria Public Airport 197 186 209 209 n/a 198 198 200 198 201 204
    Lompoc Airport 55 65 80 53 63 63 71 71 71 71 71
    Santa Ynez Airport *** 132 105 134 112 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

*   1996-2001 data source: Santa Barbara Airport Draft aviation Facilities Plan, May 2001; 2002-2005 data source: airport staff.
**  Lompoc enplanements primarily include medical flights, charters, glider riders, and skydivers. Aircraft operations are airport estimates.
*** SY Airport Narrative Report, Nov. 2000.

Table D-1 
Airport Operational Data—1996 to 2006 
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APPENDIX E 
 

LIST OF COMMONLY USED ACRONYMS AND DATA DEFINITIONS 
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 LIST OF COMMONLY USED ACRONYMS 

AADT ................................................................................................... Average Annual Daily Traffic 
 
ADT.................................................................................................................. Average Daily Traffic 
 
ACS..................................................................................................... American Community Survey 
 
CAE....................................................................................................................... Clean Air Express 
 
CMP............................................................................................Congestion Management Program 
 
COLT .............................................................................................................City of Lompoc Transit 
 
LOS.......................................................................................................................... Level of Service 
 
LOSSAN .......................................Los Angeles, San Diego, San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency 
 
MTD ...............................................................................Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District 
 
SMAT.........................................................................................................Santa Maria Area Transit 
 
SYVT........................................................................................................ Santa Ynez Valley Transit 
 
VAFB..................................................................................................... Vandenberg Air Force Base 
 
VMT ...............................................................................................................Vehicle Miles Traveled 

DATA DEFINITIONS 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT):  ADT is the number of vehicles that traverse a given segment of road-
way over a 24-hour period.  In this report, the ADT data is calculated based on averaging several 
sets of seven-day samples within a single fiscal year. 
 
Screenline and Cordon Counts:  Screenlines are imaginary lines drawn perpendicular to arterials at 
specific sites to provide a cross-sectional measure of travel demand within a particular area.  Cor-
dons are used to define boundaries of an area being studied.  Traffic data are generally collected at 
specific cordon locations to study traffic movements in and out of an urban area (the only cordons 
used in the SBCAG Traffic Count Program are in the Vandenberg and Lompoc areas). 
 
Peak Hour Traffic:  In this report, peak hour is defined as any one hour between 7:00 and 9:00 A.M. 
(referred to as the A.M. peak hour) and 4:00 to 6:00 P.M.  However, the peak hour data may not 
necessarily reflect the highest hour in which the traffic volumes occur at a particular location. 
 
Abbreviations:  For simplicity, some abbreviations are used in the graphics and tables in the report.  
This includes n/o (north of), s/o (south of), e/o (east of), and w/o (west of). 
 


