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RECOMMENDATION:

Receive notice on potential impacts of changes to Daylight Savings Time on Traffic Signal
Timing and take appropriate action

DISCUSSION:

FHWA representatives have made SBCAG aware of the results of a brief survey that
indicated only a small percentage of agencies that operate and maintain traffic signals
have taken action to prepare traffic signals for the changes to Daylight Savings Time
(DST) that take effect this year. SBCAG staff is passing this information along to local
agencies.

The 2005 Energy Policy Act has extended DST by one month. Previously DST took
effect for most of the United States at 2 a.m. on the first Sunday of April and reverted to
standard time at 2 a.m. on the last Sunday of October. Beginning this year DST begins
for most of the United States at 2 a.m. on the second Sunday in March (March 11th)
and reverts back to standard time at 2 a.m. on the First Sunday of November
(November 4th).

If no action is taken traffic signal controllers may have incorrect time settings from
March 11" - April 1t and October 28" — November 4™; resulting in Time of Day signal
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timing plans being offset by one hour on the dates indicated. Peak hour timing plans
offset by one hour could potentially increase traffic delays at signalized intersections. It
is recommended that this information be passed along to state and local agencies
involved in the operation or maintenance of traffic signals to encourage appropriate
action to be taken.

Agencies should be advised to check their system documentation to determine how
these changes will effect the operation of their system(s). FHWA representatives
indicate that one or more of the following actions may be necessary:

Controllers with programmable DST settings:

Update the settings to reflect the new implementation dates prior to March 11". Verify
that the changes take effect and monitor the operation of the system particularly on the
dates of March 11, April 1, October 28 and November 4, 2007.

Controllers without programmable DST settings connected to a central system or
external time source:

Contact controller manufacture for availability of firmware or software update; install
update prior to March 11™. If firmware or software update is not available; disable DLS
feature on controller and implement time update from central system or external time
source. If DST feature cannot be disabled; implement time update from central on
March 11" and verify time settings on April 15 October 28" and November 4™

Controllers without programmable DST settings not connected to a central
system or external time source:

Contact controller manufacture for availability of firmware or software update; install
update prior to March 11", If firmware or software update is not available; disable DST
feature on controller and implement time update manually on March 11", If DLST
feature cannot be disabled; implement time update manually on March 11" and again
on April 1" October 28" and November 4™

COMMITTEE REVIEW: None



