
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
SUBJECT:  Bicycle Transportation Account  
 
MEETING DATE: October 4, 2007  AGENDA ITEM:  7 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Sarkes Khachek 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive information about the schedule for submitting Bicycle Transportation Account 
applications for the FY 2008/09 funding cycle. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) is a Caltrans administered program that provides 
state funding for city and county projects in California that improve safety and convenience for 
bicycle commuters.  Projects are selected by Caltrans on an annual basis through a statewide 
competitive process similar to the Safe Routes to School Program.  Caltrans Division 5 Local 
Assistance announced the call for projects for the FY 2008/09 Grants Cycle on September 12, 
2007. 
 
Who is eligible? 
 
An applicant must be an incorporated city or a county with an adopted Bicycle Transportation 
Plan within the State of California.  A city or county may apply for funds on behalf of another 
local agency that is not a city or county.  The applicant assumes responsibility for the proper use 
and expenditure of BTA funds. 
 
To be eligible for BTA funds, a city or county must prepare and adopt a Bicycle Transportation 
Plan (BTP) that complies with Streets and Highways Code Section 891.2 along with other 
guidelines identified in the BTP Chapter of the Local Assistance Program Guidelines, Chapter 
21.  Projects not identified in the local agency’s BTP will not be eligible for BTA funds. 
 
Currently, the following jurisdictions have Bicycle Transportation Plans that comply with BTA 
guidelines and are eligible for funding: 
 

- City of Goleta 
- City of Santa Barbara 
- County of Santa Barbara  
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Table 1.  Status of Local Bicycle Elements for Santa Barbara County Jurisdictions 

 
 
Status of SBCAG Countywide Bicycle Transportation Plan 
 
As previously mentioned, not all agencies in Santa Barbara County are currently eligible to 
submit applications and receive BTA funding.  SBCAG is in the process of developing a 
Countywide Bicycle Transportation Plan, which would include jurisdictions that do not have 
existing BTPs.  If the Countywide BTP is approved by a local jurisdiction’s governing body then 
that jurisdiction would then become eligible to submit an application for a project included in the 
plan. 
 
What projects are eligible? 
 
As mentioned, BTA projects are intended to improve safety and convenience for bicycle 
commuters, and can include, but are not limited to, any of the following: 
 

a) New bikeways serving major transportation corridors 
b) New bikeways removing travel barriers to potential bicycle commuters 
c) Secure bicycle parking at employment centers, park-and-ride lots, rail and transit 

terminals, and ferry docks and landings 
d) Bicycle-carrying facilities on public transit vehicles 
e) Installation of traffic control devices to improve the safety and efficiency of bicycle travel 
f) Elimination of hazardous conditions on existing bikeways 
g) Planning 

  Adopted 
Bike Plan 

Bicycle 
Policies in 

Circ. Element 

Bike Plan 
Mandated in 

Circ. Element 

Map in 
Circ. 

Element 
Date Adopted 

Complies w/ 
BTA 

Requirement 

City of Buellton X    1993 (Plan)  

City of Carpinteria  X  X 2003 (Circ.)  

City of Goleta X  X Draft 2005 (Plan) X 

City of Guadalupe  X   1989 (Circ.)  

City of Lompoc  X X X 2005 (Circ.)  

City of 
Santa Barbara  

X  X  2003 (Plan) X 

City of Santa Maria X    1992 (Plan)  

City of Solvang     1994 (Circ.)  

County of SB  X    2005 (Plan) X 
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h) Improvement and maintenance of bikeways 
 
Eligible project activities include: 

- Project planning 
- Preliminary engineering 
- Final design 
- Right of way acquisition 
- Construction and/or rehabilitation 

 
Additional information on project eligibility can be found in Attachment A and at Caltrans’ Local 
Assistance webpage (see webpage below). 
 
How much funding is available?  
Approximately $7.2 million will be available statewide for the Fiscal Year 08/09 Funding Cycle.  
BTA funds pay a maximum of 90 percent of the total cost of an eligible project.  Local agencies 
must provide a minimum of 10 percent of the total project cost from sources other than the BTA.  
The maximum funding a project can be awarded is $1.8 million.   
 
When are applications due? 
Applications are due to Caltrans District 5 by Monday, December 3, 2007 and are available 
online at the Caltrans’ website and SBCAG’s Programming and Project Delivery webpage 
(www.sbcag.org/programming.html). 
 
Have any projects that have been submitted from Santa Barbara County been awarded 
funding? 
 
Yes, with the most recent projects being the Maria Ygnacia Creek Bike Path Improvements and 
the UCSB Commuter Bike Parking Expansion project submitted by the County of Santa Barbara 
for the FY 2005/06 Grant Cycle.  The County was awarded the $118,500 in BTA funding to 
widen Maria Ygnacia Bikeway while the Commuter Bike Parking Expansion, which installed 500 
bicycle racks, received $54,450. 
 
The attached ‘2008/09 BTA Highlights’ sheet includes additional information on application 
requirements as well as information on Bicycle Transportation Plans.  SBCAG and District 5 
Local Assistance staffs are available to review applications, at a local agency’s request for 
consistency with eligibility requirements and program emphasis.   
 
Caltrans District 5 Local Assistance has committed to attending an information workshop on the 
Bicycle Transportation Account on Thursday, October 18th in Santa Barbara at SBCAG’s 
Offices.   
 
More information about the Bicycle Transportation Account can be found on the Caltrans 
Division of Local Assistance website:    
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/bta/btaweb%20page.htm 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  This is an informational item only.   
 
Attachment A – Fiscal Year 2008/09 Bicycle Transportation Account Highlights 










