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HISPANIC POPULATION SUMMARY 
The Census Bureau is required by federal directive to collect Hispanic population data.  
All levels of government need information on Hispanic Origin to implement and 
evaluate programs, such as the Equal Employment Opportunity Act, Civil Rights Act, 
Voting Rights Act, Public Health Act, Healthcare Improvement Act, Job Partnership 
Training Act, Equal Credit Opportunity Act, Fair Housing Act, Census Redistricting Data Program, and 
others. 
 

In 2000, Santa Barbara County had a total Hispanic population of 136,668 representing 34% of the total 
population.  The City of Guadalupe has the highest Hispanic proportion at 84%, and, the City of Solvang the 
lowest at 19.9% of the city population.    

The Hispanic population proportion for the various jurisdictions of the county has increased over the 10-
year period from 1990 to 2000.    

The age distribution of the Hispanic and non Hispanic white population varies on a countywide basis.  The 
Hispanic population is younger overall.  The non Hispanic white population is older. 

There is a significant number of Hispanic residents in the City of Santa Maria and Santa Barbara who do not 
speak English at all.  In the City of Santa Maria, over 600 persons between ages 5 and 17 do not speak 
English.  Santa Maria and Santa Barbara combined have over 400 persons over the age of 65 who do not 
speak any English.  

A measure of overcrowding used in Census 2000 are households with 1.01 or more occupants per room.  In 
all jurisdictions, Hispanic households have a higher percentage of 1.01 or more occupants per room than 
the White households.  In some cases, such as the communities of Los Alamos, Isla Vista, and Guadalupe, 
50% or more of the households can be considered overcrowded.       

Median household income is higher for the non Hispanic white vs. Hispanic population in all communities ex-
cept the student community of Isla Vista and for Vandenberg AFB.  The largest variation in median income 
occurs in the communities of Santa Ynez, Los Alamos in North County and Montecito in the South Coast.     

The labor force participation rate is at least 40% for the Hispanic and non Hispanic white categories.  His-
panic females have the lowest participation rates in all communities with the exception of Montecito.  His-
panic females have a higher labor force participation rate than non Hispanic white females and Hispanic 
males have the highest labor force participation rate of all subcategories, including non Hispanic white 
males.             

The majority of school enrollment (40%-60%) for Hispanic students is in grades 1-8, while grades 9-12 and 
college enrollment make up the remainder.         

The number of disabled Hispanic persons is significant totaling 37,700 countywide with the Cities of Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbara each having over 10,000 disabled Hispanic residents.         

Countywide,  58% of Hispanics drove alone, 26.9% carpooled and 4.3% used public transportation.  In gen-
eral, Hispanics carpooled more, 26.9%, in comparison to 15.8% of the total workforce.  Carpooling is high-
est proportionately in the North County agricultural areas such as Los Alamos, Guadalupe, and Santa Maria 
where workers may pool resources to get to the workplace.  

Countywide, approximately 9,000 Hispanic residents arrived from a foreign country over the 1995-2000 pe-
riod.  The City of Santa Maria and Santa Barbara account for the majority of these new residents.  
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Población Hispana 

Una Directiva  federal del Departamento de Censo requiere reunir datos de la población hispana. 

Todos los niveles del gobierno necesitan información sobre el origen hispano para llevar a cabo y 

evaluar programas, como el Acto de Oportunidad de Igualdad de Empleo, el Acto de los Derechos Civiles, el Acto de los 

Derechos al Votante, el Acto de Salud Pública, el Acto de Mejoramiento del Bienestar, El Acto de Colaboración de 

Entrenamiento de Trabajo, el Acto de Oportunidad de Crédito, el Acto de Vivienda Justa, el Programa de Datos de 

Redistribución del Censo, y otros. 

En el año 2000 el Condado de Santa Bárbara tenía una población hispana de 136,668 que representa 34% de la 

población total. La Ciudad de Guadalupe tenia la proporción hispana más alta de 84%, y la Ciudad de Solvang la más 

baja a solo 19.9% de la población de la ciudad.    

La proporción de la población hispana en las varias jurisdicciones del condado ha aumentado durante el  período de 

1990 al 2000.    

La distribución de edad de la población hispana y no hispana varía en el condado. La población hispana es más joven. 

La población no hispana es de edad avanzada. 

Hay un número significante de residentes hispanos en las ciudades de Santa Maria y Santa Bárbara quienes no hablan  

inglés. En la Ciudad de Santa Maria, más de 600 personas entre las edades de 5 y 17 años no hablan inglés. 

Combinadas Santa Maria y Santa Bárbara tienen más de 400 personas de 65 años o más quiénes no hablan inglés.  

El Censo 2000 utiliza una medida de sobrecapacidad en casas con 1.01 ocupantes o más por cuarto. En todas las 

jurisdicciones las casas hispanas tienen el  porcentaje más alto de 1.01 o más ocupantes por cuarto que las casas de 

no hispanos. En algunos casos, como las comunidades de Los Álamos, Isla Vista, y Guadalupe, 50% o más de las 

casas hispanas pueden ser consideradas con sobrecapacidad.       

El ingreso medio de casa es más alto para no hispanos comparado a la población hispana en todas las comunidades 

menos la comunidad estudiantil  de Isla Vista y Vandenberg Air Force Base. La variación más grande en ingreso medio 

ocurre en las comunidades de Santa Ynez, Los Álamos en la parte norte del condado y Montecito En la parte sur. 
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 Población Hispana 

La proporción de la  participación de la fuerza obrera es por lo menos 40% para las categorías 

hispanas y no hispanas. Las  mujeres hispanas tienen la  participación más baja en todas las 

comunidades menos Montecito dónde hay un número alto de obreras de servicio. Las  mujeres hispanas tienen una 

proporción de participación de trabajo más alta que las  mujeres no hispanas y los hombres hispanos tienen la 

proporción de participación de fuerza obrera más alta en todas las  categorías, incluyendo hombres no hispanos.             

La mayoría de los estudiantes hispanos entre (40%-60%) están matriculados en grados  del 1-8, mientras el resto lo 

conforman los estudiantes matriculados del  9-12, incluyendo colegio y universidad.            

El número de personas hispanas inválidas es significante con 37,700 en el condado con las ciudades de Santa Maria y 

Santa Bárbara teniendo más de 10,000 residentes hispanos inválidos.         

En el condado 58% de los hispanos operan coches solos,  26.9% utilizan �carpools� y 4.3% utilizan transportación 

pública. En general,  los hispanos  utilizaron �carpools� más, 26.9%, comparado al 15.8% de la fuerza obrera total. 

�Carpooling� es proporcionalmente más alta en las áreas agrícolas en la parte norte del condado como Los Álamos, 

Guadalupe, y Santa Maria dónde los obreros pueden agrupar sus recursos para llegar al lugar de trabajo.  

En el condado aproximadamente 9,000 residentes hispanos llegaron del extranjero durante el período de 1995-2000. 

Las ciudades de Santa Maria y Santa Bárbara cuentan con la mayoría de estos nuevos residentes.  
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 

 One Dot = 100 Hispanic Persons 

 

 

 

 

 Note that the dot map placement does not represent exact geographic location. 
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 

Percentage concentration of Hispanic population for California counties.  
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

AGE DISTRIBUTION:  The age distribution of the Hispanic and White population var-
ies on a countywide basis.  The Hispanic population is younger overall as shown by the 
higher proportion of Hispanics that are 0-17 years old.  The White population is older 
as shown by the greater proportion of those over 50 years of age.    

 

 

 

 

 

  Females tend to live longer 
and as a result there are more 
older females both Hispanic 
and non Hispanic white.  
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Countywide Age Distribution Hispanic, and White, by Gender, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

AGE DISTRIBUTION:  The age distribution of the Hispanic population by community 
shows some variation. For example, Isla Vista has a larger proportion of college age 
persons age 18-21 due to the university. The 22-49 age group is largest in the agricul-
tural (greenhouse) areas of Carpinteria Valley where there are larger proportions of greenhouse and 
other agricultural workers.      

   The Statewide and County  
non Hispanic white median 
age is 41  compared to the 
Hispanic median age of 25.  
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Hispanic Age Distribution by Community, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

LANGUAGE ABILITY:   There are a significant number of Hispanic residents in the 
City of Santa Maria and Santa Barbara who do not speak English at all.  In the City of 
Santa Maria, over 600 persons between ages 5 and 17 do not speak English.  Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbara combined have over 400 persons over the age of 65 who do not speak any Eng-

lish.        For people who speak a 
language other than English at 
home, the data represents their 
own perception of their ability 
to speak English. 
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Hispanic Ability to Speak English, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

LANGUAGE ABILITY:   There are a significant proportion of Hispanic residents in the  
county who do not speak English well or at all.   Santa Barbara City, and Los Alamos in 
North County, have the highest proportion of the Hispanic population that does not 
speak English well, while Santa Maria has the highest proportion of Hispanics not speaking English at all. 

 

   Statewide, 13% of Hispanic 
Spanish speakers speak English 
less than very well.  
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Ability of Spanish Speakers to Speak English, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

LANGUAGE ABILITY:    A household in which no person age 14 or over speaks  Eng-
lish well is classified as �linguistically isolated�.  Furthermore, all members of the 
household are considered linguistically isolated including those children under 14 who 
may speak English.  There is a significant proportion of households that are linguistically isolated.  All the 
jurisdictions with over 40% linguistically-isolated Hispanic households are located in North County.      
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS:  The proportion of Hispanic householders that own vs. 
rent their housing unit varies considerably.  Note the housing markets where the propor-
tion of Hispanic owner-occupied units is under 30%, such as Vandenberg AFB, Summer-
land, Isla Vista and the City of Santa Barbara.  Mission Hills and Vandenberg Village have 
the highest percentage of Hispanic owner-occupied units.        

    Countywide, the percentage of 
total (includes Hispanic and all 
other races) owner-occupied 
housing units is 56.1% and renter-
occupied is 43.9%.. 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Proportion of Owner vs. Renter Occupied Units, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS:  The proportion of White householders that own their 
homes exceeds that of Hispanic households in almost all areas of the county with the ex-
ception of Mission Hills, which is almost 90% owner-occupied.  The Santa Ynez Valley has 
the largest discrepancy in ownership proportions between Hispanic and White households.           

    Statewide, the percentage of 
Hispanic owner occupied 
housing units is 43.7% 
compared to the non Hispanic 
white owner-occupied units at 
64.9%. 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Proportion of Owner Occupied Units, 
Hispanic and White Households, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

OVERCROWDING:  A measure of overcrowding used in Census 2000 are households 
with 1.01 or more occupants per room.  In all jurisdictions, Hispanic households have a 
higher percentage of 1.01 or more occupants per room than the White alone households.  
In some cases, such as the communities of Los Alamos, Isla Vista, and Guadalupe, 50% 
or more of the households can be considered overcrowded.       

 

 
   Statewide, the percentage of 
Hispanic households with 1.01 
or more occupants per room is 
42% compared to non Hispanic 
white households at 3.65%. 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Occupants per Room For Hispanic and White Households, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

MEDIAN INCOME:   Median household income is higher for the White vs. Hispanic 
population in all communities except the student community of Isla Vista and of Van-
denberg AFB.  The largest variation in median income occurs in the communities of 
Santa Ynez, Los Alamos in North County and Montecito in the South Coast.     

 

 Hispanic households tend to be 
larger than non Hispanic white 
households.  These larger 
households have more wage earners, 
increasing household incomes. 
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INCOME CHARACTERISTICS 

Hispanic and White Median Household Income, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

POVERTY LEVEL:  There is a larger proportion of Hispanic households than White  
households with incomes below the poverty level.  The proportion of the Hispanic 
households with an income below poverty level is highest in the cities of Santa Maria 
and Guadalupe at approximately 25%.  The community of Isla Vista has the highest proportion of both 
Hispanic and White households at poverty level.        

    Poverty status is determined by comparing a 
family�s total income, family size, and number 
of children with a threshold appropriate for 
that family.  If the family has an income below 
the threshold, then they are 
considered below the poverty level 
as well.  
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INCOME CHARACTERISTICS 

Hispanic and White Income Below Poverty Level, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Labor Force Participation:  The labor force participation rate is at least 40% for the 
Hispanic and White categories.  Hispanic females have the lowest participation rates in 
all communities with the exception of Montecito.  Hispanic females have a higher labor 
force participation rate than White females and Hispanic males have the highest labor 
force participation rate of all subcategories, including White males.             

 

 

 

    Countywide, the labor force participation rate for the 
subgroups are the following:  

Male Hispanic 73%, Male non Hispanic white 69%,  

Female Hispanic 57%, Female non Hispanic white 56%.  
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LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS 

Percent M ale/Female, Hispanic/White Only in Labor Force, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Labor Force Participation:  The labor force participation rate for Hispanic women with 
children under 18 years of age is in many cases as high as the participation rate for the 
overall Hispanic female labor force.  In some cases, for the communities of Vandenberg 
Village, Santa Ynez and Montecito, the participation rate is 100%.    

 

 

 

    The countywide labor force 
participation rate for Hispanic females 
with children under 18 years of age is 
54% compared to the non Hispanic 
white female participation rate of 
58.5%. 
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LABOR FORCE CHARACTERISTICS 

Hispanic Females 16 years and over: With own children under 18 years;  In labor force, 2000 
Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT:  The majority of school enrollment (40%-60%) for Hispanic 
students is in grades 1-8, while grades 9-12 and college enrollment make up the re-
mainder.         

     The countywide percentage of Hispanic K-12 
students enrolled in private schools is 4.94% compared 
to non Hispanic whites at 17.3%. 

Countywide, 25% of Hispanics 25 years and older have 
some college education or a college degree compared 
to 74% of non Hispanic whites.   

Page 27 

June 2003  

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Hispanic School Enrollment, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT:  A comparison of the Hispanic and White school enrollment 
shows that the incorporated cities have higher numbers of Hispanic school children in 
grades 1-8 than the unincorporated areas.  For example, the City of Santa Maria has a 
significantly higher number of Hispanic vs. White school children than the unincorporated Orcutt area.  
Similarly, the City of Santa Barbara has a significantly higher proportion of Hispanic vs. White school chil-
dren than the unincorporated Goleta area.      

 

 

 

    Countywide enrollment for Hispanic 
students in grades 1-8 is 23,075  
compared to an enrollment of 19,987 
non Hispanic white students in grades 
1-8. 
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EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Hispanic and W hite School Enrollment Grades 1-8, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT:  Similar to grades 1-8, a comparison of the Hispanic and 
White school enrollment for grades 9-12 also shows that the incorporated cities have 
higher numbers of Hispanic school children than the unincorporated areas.  For example, 
the City of Santa Maria has a significantly higher number of Hispanic vs. White school children than the 
unincorporated Orcutt area.  Similarly, the City of Santa Barbara has a significantly higher proportion of 
Hispanic vs. White school children than the unincorporated Goleta area.  Note that at the time of the 
2000 Census Goleta had not incorporated as a city.      

 

 

    Countywide enrollment for Hispanic 
students in grades 9-12 is 10,400 
compared to the enrollment of 9,367 
non Hispanic white students in grades 
9-12. 

Page 29 

June 2003  

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Hispanic and White School Enrollment Grades 9-12, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

DISABILITY:  A disability is considered one of the following: severe vision or hearing 
impairment, substantial limitation to perform basic physical activities and getting 
around the home, difficulty learning, working at a job, or visiting a doctor�s office. The 
number of disabled Hispanic persons is significant totaling 37,700 countywide with the Cities of Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbara each having over 10,000 disabled Hispanic residents.         

     Countywide, 39,240 Hispanics are 
disabled compared to 62,340 non 
Hispanic whites. 
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DISABILITY CHARACTERISTICS 

Disabilities for the Hispanic population 5 years and over, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

DISABILITY:   Disabilities for the 16-65 age group most often experiences difficulty 
going outside the home to shop or visit a doctor�s office, and employment disabilities.      

 Countywide, 8,416 Hispanics in the 16-65 age group have a 
go-outside�home-disability  as compared to 4,518 non 
Hispanic whites.  There are 6,885 non Hispanic whites who 
have a physical disability compared to 3,803 
Hispanics who have a physical disability.  Page 31 
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DISABILITY CHARACTERISTICS 

Disabilities for the Hispanic Population 16-65 years, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

ELDERLY DISABILITY:  For the 65 and over age group, physical disabilities such as 
the ability to walk, climb stairs, reach, lift or carry are the most frequent mobility im-
pairment. 

 Countywide,  87% of Hispanics and 67% of 
non Hispanic whites over age 65 are 
disabled. 
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Disabilities for Hispanics 65 and Over, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

MODE OF TRANSPORTATION:  The mode of transportation includes driving alone, 
carpooling, public transportation, biking and walking.  Countywide, 58% of Hispanics 
drove alone, 26.9% carpooled and 4.3% used public transportation.  In general, His-
panics carpooled more, 26.9%, in comparison to 15.8% of the total workforce.  Carpooling is highest 
proportionately in the North County agricultural areas such as Los Alamos, Guadalupe, and Santa Maria 
where workers may pool resources to get to the workplace.  

 Countywide the percentage of Hispanics that 
carpool to work is 26.7% of the 16 years and 
over work group compared to 10% of the non 
Hispanic whites 16 and over work group. 
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Mode of Transportation for Hispanics 16 years and Over, 2000 Census
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

VEHICLES AVAILABLE:  The number of households that do not have a vehicle avail-
able to them for use is highest in the City of Santa Barbara for both Hispanic and 
White at 2,100 and 1,000 respectively.  Other alternative modes of transportation are 
used in place of personal vehicles as noted by the larger proportion of walkers, bikers, and public transit 
users, within the City of Santa Barbara.      

 Countywide, 10% of Hispanic households 
had no vehicle available, compared to 5.58% 
of non Hispanic white households.  
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Hispanic and White Households Vehicle Availability, 2000 Census 
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

NEW RESIDENTS:  Countywide, approximately 9,000 Hispanic residents arrived from a 
foreign country over the 1995-2000 period.  The City of Santa Maria and Santa Barbara 
account for the majority of these new residents.  

 Countywide, the foreign-born Hispanic population is 59,197, or 
43.3% of the total Hispanic population.  The native-born Hispanic 
population is 77,540 or 56.7% of the total Hispanic population.   

 Countywide the number of foreign-born from Latin America is 
59,895.  Of these 2,616 are from Central America and the 
Caribbean, 1,494 are from South America and 55,785 are from 
Mexico. 
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Hispanics 5 Years and Over: Immigrating to the U.S. after 1995, 2000 Census 
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More Census 2000 information available at  
www.census.gov or www.sbcag.org 

 
An extensive source of census data, maps, definitions, and resources can be obtained at the www.
census.gov website.  The State Department of Finance Demographic Research Center and website www.
dof.ca.gov acts as the clearinghouse for census data as well  as other county level vital statistics and 
estimates.  Government document sections of local l ibraries also maintain current and historical census 
files.  The SBCAG website contains a basic census overview for cities and unincorporated places in 
Santa Barbara County.    
 
Mailing Address:  
SBCAG 
P.O. Box 8208 
Goleta, CA 93118-8208 
Phone: 805-961-8900 
 

 What is SBCAG? 
 

The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments, or SBCAG for short, was established in 1966 as a voluntary council of gov-
ernments.  SBCAG is an independent entity governed by a thirteen-member Board of Directors consisting of a city council represen-
tative from each of the cities within the county and the five members of the county Board of Supervisors. 
 
       SBCAG currently serves in the following capacities for Santa Barbara County: 
      Affiliate Census Center 
       SBCAG has been designated by the State Department of Finance to serve as the affiliate census center for Santa Barbara 

County.  As such, SBCAG serves as the conduit for government and public access to census data. 
       Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
       SBCAG has been designated by the Governor as the agency responsible for all transportation planning and programming activi-

ties required under federal law.    

      Regional Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA) 
       Designated by the Secretary of the California Business, Housing and Transportation Agency, SBCAG is responsible for the 

multi-modal transportation planning, programming, and fund allocation required by state statutes.    
       Local Transportation Authority (LTA) 
       As the Local Transportation Authority (LTA), SBCAG is responsible for administering the 1/2 cent county-wide sales tax au-

thorized by voter approval of Measure D in November, 1989, for local and regional transportation projects over twenty years.  
       Traffic Solutions 
       SBCAG also administers an interagency Transportation Demand Management (TDM) program that promotes ridesharing, pub-

lic transportation, biking, walking, telecommuting, and other transportation alternatives on a county-wide basis.  
       Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies  (SAFE) 
       This program is responsible for the installation, operation and administration of the system of approximately 350 roadside call 

boxes in Santa Barbara County.  This system is financed by a $1 per year fee on all motor vehicles registered within the county. 
       Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) 
       SBCAG is designated as the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) and is responsible for protecting public health, safety, and 

welfare by ensuring that vacant lands in the vicinity of airports are planned and zoned for uses compatible with airport opera-
tions. 


