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[. INTRODUCTION

What is the Transit Needs Assessment?

The California Trangptation Development Act (TDA), which provides two major sources of funding for
public transportation the Local Transportation Fund (LTF) and the State Transit Assistance (STA) fund
requires an annual assessment of regional transit needs prior to makinglimcation of TDA funds for
non-transit purposes. The assessment, as designated by the California Public Utilities Code (PUC)
Section 99401.5, requires the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG), as the
Regional Transportation PlanniAgency (RTPA), to:

e Consult with the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC) established pursuant to
California PUC Section 99238.

e Conduct at least one public hearing for the purpose of soliciting comments on unmet transit
needs that mayexist within the jurisdiction and that might be reasonable to meet by
establishing or contracting for new public transportation or specialized transportation services
or by expanding existing services.

e Identify the transit needs of the jurisdiction that & been considered as part of the
transportation planning process, including the following:

0 An assessment of the size and location of identifiable groups likely to be transit
dependent or transit disadvantaged, including but not limited to the elderly@ardons
with disabilities, including individuals eligible for paratransit and other special
transportation services, and persons of limited means, including but not limited to
recipients under the CalWORKSs program

o0 An analysis of the adequacy of existingbli transportation and specialized
transportation services, including privately and publicly provided services, to implement
the plan to meet identified transit demand

0 An analysis of potential alternative public transportation and specialized transpmrtati
services and service improvements that would meet all or part of the transit demand

¢ Identify the unmet transit needs of the jurisdiction and those needs that are reasonable to
meet.

e Adopt by resolution a finding for the jurisdiction after consideratidrall available information
that:

o0 There are no unmet transit needs,
o There are no unmet transit needs that are reasonable to meet, or
0 There are unmet transit needs, including needs that are reasonable to meet.



[I. CONSULTATION

In conducting the Transité¢ds Assessment, SBCAG consulted with the Santa Barbara County Transit

| ROA&G2NE / 2YYAGGSS 6{./ ¢! /0 {./7¢1/ gra SaidloftAi
accordance with California PUC Section 99238BCTA® composed of representatives frofixed

route and paratransit agencies, social service agencies that provide servessdos and persons with

disabilities and transit users. SBCTAC meets monthly to identify and discuss issues regarding transit
needs, and to review and recommend iacts to SBCAG as the RTPA. SBCTAC advises SBCAG on the
annual transit needs assessment and other major transit issues, including the coordination and
consolidation of specialized transportation services.

SBCTAC met to discuss @08 Transit Needs Assement proces®n October 9, November 13, and
December 11, 2007.SBCTAC discusseptions for and provided direction on outreach efforts, and
discussed outreach by local agencies and SBCAG. The conaistdepproved the type, desigrand
distribution d public outreach materials@See Appendix B faublic outreachmaterials)

As another important component of conducting the Transit Needs Assessment, SBCAG solicited public
input on transit needs. The public outreach process included extensive mnagicipublic transit
workshops, public hearings, amliscussions with social service agency representatives, advocates, and
transit agency administrators.

Public outreach began with public transit agency workshops:

e Santa Maria Area TransBMAT)
0 SaturdayNovember 17, 2007
o 10:00 AM

e City of Lompoc TransiCOLT
0 TuesdayJanuary 8, 2008
o 7:00PM

In addition, the Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (SBMTD) held the following public
workshops:

e Santa Barbara
o Monday,April 7, 2008
0 12:00 PM¢ 1:00 PMand5:30 PM¢ 6:30 PM

!california PUGbcpH Oy adF GS&aS a9l OK GNIFYaLRNIFGA2Yy LXFYyyAy3a | 3Syode &k
transportation advisory council for each county, or counties operating under agoimaers agreement, which is not subject to

GKS LILERNIA2YYSYyG NBAaGNROGA2Y SalGlotAaKSR Ay {SOGA2Y ddHOHDE
transit users who are 60 years of age or older; potential transit users who have dissibdlitcial service providers for seniors,

persons with disabilities, and people of low income; and, if applicable, social service transportation providers foaseniors

persons with disabilities, and the local consolidated transportation service agenSA).



e Carpinteria
0 TuesdayApril 8, 2008
0o 12:00 PM¢ 1:00 PM and 5:30 Pig16:30 PM

e Goleta
0 ThursdayApril 10, 2008
0o 12:00 PM¢ 1:00 PM and 5:30 Pig16:30 PM

SBCAG held the Santa Barbara County Unmet Transit Needs Public ldearmgsday,Janwary 17,

2008 at 10:00 AM A notice of public hearinm both English and Spanisias published in th&anta
Barbara Newdress30 days prior to the hearing. SBCAG placed additional notices ih.dahwwoc
Record, Santa Maria Suand Santa Ynez Valley New SBCAG also distributedpress releasein

English and Spanisito all newspapers and radio stations in Santa Barbara Countgddition, SBCAG

staff printed flyers in English and Spanish, which they posted on the SBCAG websglistrnaed to

the BCTAC -malil list of more than 75 people including the public, transihd social services
representatives, elected officigland members of SBCTAEmails announcing the Board Hearing were
Ffa2 aSyid G2 {./!'DQa St SO KRN Ontaitsh Adtibobtoeihdafing A & (i
was also distributed by Allan Hancock College to their faculty, stadf students.The hearing was held

at the Board of Supervisors Hearing RomnSanta Maria and was also accessible from the Board of
Supervisrs Hearing Room in Santa Barbara via remote video testimony system. A Spanish language
translator translated public comments made in Spanish into English

(SeeAppendices C, D, and E farblic input received.)

OnFebruary 12 andarch 11, 20, SECTAC meto discuss and provide direction on input received at
the Unmet Transit Needs public hearing, the COLT and SMAT workakapsl|l as input received via
mail, email, and online input form. Also, although SBMEDnot subject to the unmet trarisheeds
process per TDgince itexpends all annual TDA funds for transit purpo3eSBCTAC also discussasth

coast transit issues The committee considers public comments related to the SBMTD service area and
forwards information to SBMTD for their msideration

In April, SBCTAC, TTAC, and the SBCAGrBaamledthe draft 2008 Transit Needs Assessmatttheir
public meetings Members had no comments on the draft findings

In May, SBCTAC and TTAC revietliedinal draft 2008 Transit Needs Asse®nt. Both committees
unanimously recommendedpproval of final draft Transit Needs Assessment and findings of unmet
transit need andeasonable to meetSBCTAC also had the opportunity to review three comment letters
received late in thgrocess. SB@T provided inpuaind unanimously recommendedpprovalof staff
responses to the comments.

2SBMTD serves Carpinteria, Goletad Santa Barbara.

®Buellton, GuadalupeSanta Mariaand Solvang also all expend all annual TDA funds for transit purposes. Only tife cit
Lompoc and the county of Santa Barbara are subject to the unmesitraeeds process.



[ll. ASSESSMENT OF POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
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likely to be tansit dependent.

Santa Barbara County is growing. Due to housing costs astylifepreferences, North Countg
growing more quickly than the South Coast, with doenmunities of Buellton, Lompoc, and Santa Maria
showing the largest percentage increas population during 2006 (Tahl$. Santa Maricdhas surpassed
Santa Barbara dbe largest cityin the County

TABLE: POPULATION BY CITY

1/1/2007 Population % increase from 1/1/2006
Buellton 4,663 3.0%
Guadalupe 6,397 0.1%
Lompoc 42,015 0.7%
Santa Maria 90,333 0.6%
Solvang 5,495 0.2%
North County 148,903 0.7%
Carpinteria 14,123 0.1%
Goleta 30,169 0.1%
Santa Barbara 89,456 0.4%
South Coast 133,748 0.3%
Unincorporated 141,774 2.2%
Santa Barbara Coumgt 424,425 1.1%

Source: State of California, Department of Finanek Hdpulation Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State with Annu
Percent Change January 1, 2006 and 2007. Sacramento, California, May 2007.
(http://lwww.dof.ca.gov/HTML/DEMOGRAP/RetsPapers/Estimates/E1/Eext.php)

Transit Dependency

Transit dependent individuals are spread throughout the County. Bempit dependeh means
GKIFGAYy3 G2 ASKNBAQRYa (N HHESHKR 2F GKS LINAGIFGSE | dzi2Y
Transit dependent persons generadiither do not have access to a vehide are unable to operate a

vehicle. The elderly (over 65 years of ag)e young(under 16 years of age), persons with disabilities,
andlow-incomeindividualsare more likely tde transitdependent than the general population.

* American Public Transportation Associatibtip://www.apta.com/services/safety/glossary.cfm#t



http://www.apta.com/services/safety/glossary.cfm#t

Table 2displaystransit dependency indicators by city. Guadalupe and Santa Bahnbaeghe greatest

percentage of households without a vehicl@wenty five percen2 ¥ Ddz R f dzLJS @elow LJ2 LJdzf |
the poverty level which may account for some of the 9.1% of households without a vehicle. While

134> 2F { I ydl . I NbéloNdthe povetty2dvidather fastdsysuch amrge populations

of senior citizens and students attending UC&MmI an extensive transit system maylay a role inthe

9.5% of the households without a vehicle.

Solvang has the largegelative senior population, \ith 22.9% of its residentage 65and over and
Guadalupe has the largestlative youthpopulation, with 296%0f its residents under the age of 15.

Guadalupe has the highest rate of poverty at 25.0%. Santa Maria ranks second at 19.7%

Guadalupe has the highest percentage of its population meetiegrly all thetransit dependency
indicators.

TABLE: TRANSIT DEPENDENIYICATORSINCORPORATED CITAER® THE COUNTY

No Vehicle Poverty Disability Under 15 65 and Over
(households)| (population) (population) (population) (population)
# % # % # % # % # %
North County
Buellton 62 | 4.3% 337 | 8.8% 733 | 20.5% 873 | 22.8% 521 | 13.6%
Guadalupe 130 | 9.1%| 1,403| 25.0%| 1,206| 23.4%| 1,680| 29.6% 482 | 8.5%
Lompoc 982 | 7.5%| 5,805| 15.4%| 7,247| 21.1%| 10,458| 25.4%| 3,856| 9.4%
Santa Maria 1,895| 8.6%| 14,823 | 19.7%| 16,242 | 23.6%| 20,752 | 26.7%| 8,776| 11.3%
Solvang 140 | 6.3% 350 | 6.7% 827 | 16.4% 970 | 18.2%| 1,221| 22.9%
South Coast
Carpinteria 335| 6.7%| 1,480| 10.4%| 2,018| 15.0%| 3,049| 21.5%| 1,766 | 12.4%
Goleta nfa| nla n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Santa Barbara 3,391 | 9.5%| 11,846| 13.4%| 15,493 | 17.9%| 15,482 | 16.8%| 12,727 | 13.8%
Santa Barbara County| 9,366 | 6.9%] 55,086 | 14.3%| 64,541| 17.7%| 83,457| 20.9%] 50,765] 12.7%

Source: US Census Bureau Demographic Profiles (http://censtats.census.gov/pub/Profiles.shtml)P-TaBeofile of
General Demographic Characteristics: 2000, Tabl2.B¥ofile of Selected Social Characteristics: 2000, Tabl Pifile of
Selected Economic Characteristics: 2000, Tablé.B¥ofile of Selected Housing Characteristics: 2000

Demayraphic Factors

This section examines the demographic factors likely to affect transit dependency.



Age and Gender

The population oSanta Barbara Countyg getting older The 60+ age group is expected to grow from
17% of the population in 2000 to 27#%62040° The figure below shows countywide age distribution in
2000 and 2040.
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FIGURH: SANTA BARBARA COURGE DISTRIBUTION

As of 2000, ose age 8@ndovert the most dependent on transportation services among theeohge
groupg accoungd for 3.6% of thgwopulation (Table 3).

{Fryadl L FNBFENY /2dzydeéQa LRLMzFIGA2y A& S@Syfte RADAR
for 50.0% of the population. Age extremes, however, have a larger impact on the female mopulat

35.0% of females are either under 15 or 65 and over, while only 32.3% of males are in the same age
groups.

® SBCAG. Regional Growth Forecast ZB040. Appendix 3, p. 35.

® SBCAGRegional Growth Forecast 20@840. Appendix 3, p. 42.



In the workforce, participation ofvomen hasbeen growing since 1970 and the Bureau of Labor

Statistics predicts continued growth.

TABLE: POPULATION BY AGEDAGEENDER

Age Group  Total \ % of Total % of Males Female

Under 5 26,008 6.5% 13,350 6.7% 12,658 6.3%
5t09 29,418 7.4% 15,111 7.6% 14,307 7.2%
10to 14 28,031 7.0% 14,433 7.2% 13,598 6.8%
15to0 17 16,045 4.0% 8,359 4.2% 7,686 3.9%
17 and under 99,502 24.9% 51,253 25.7% 48,249 24.2%
18to 64 249,080 62.4% 126,957 63.6% 122,123 61.2%
65 to 66 5,169 1.3% 2,441 1.2% 2,728 1.4%
67 to 69 7,699 1.9% 3,657 1.8% 4,042 2.0%
70to 74 12,470 3.1% 5,552 2.8% 6,918 3.5%
751079 11,125 2.8% 4,760 2.4% 6,365 3.2%
80 to 84 7,406 1.9% 2,948 1.5% 4,458 2.2%
65to 84 43,869 11.0% 19,358 9.7% 24,511 12.3%
85 and over 6,896 1.7% 2,195 1.1% 4,701 2.4%
Total 399,347 199,763 199,584

Source: US Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SPetpé00Data
(http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=g&ntext=dt&ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1-U&

mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_PO@it&name=DEC_2000F$ U_P012& ONTEXT=d{8ee_id=4001&all_geo_types=N&
geo_id=05000US06083gearch_results=01000US&rmat=& _lang=en)

Race and Ethnicity

Race reflects selflentification according to the race witlwhich people most closely identifyThe US

Census Bau recognizes six major races: White, Black or African American, American Indian and Alaska
Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and Other. The race categories in Census
2000 are defined as follows:

e G2 KAGSE¢ NFBTS NEriginin anyopthsforiind pe@pled/Earope, the Middle East, or
North Africa. It includes people wioy RA OF G SR G KSANI NI} OS 2NJ NI OSa I &
aslrish, German, Italian, Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish.

e a. fF OI0FYNIIYENR OF yé¢ NBFSNBR (2 BI&R hiiaSrolps dAfjea 2 NRA 3
It includes people who indicated their ra@eNJ NJ} O0Sa a a.tFO01X ! FNAOIY !
entries such agfrican American, Afro American, Nigerian, ortidai

e ! YSNAOFIY LYRALFY IyR !'fF a1l béanyd @BSotigindlPediiedd (2 L
North and South America (includinGentral America), and who maintain tribal affiliation or

" SBCAG. Regional Growth Forecast ZB040. Appendix 4, p. 47.



community attachment.It includes people who indicatecheir race or races by markintpis
category or writing in their principal or enrolled tribe, suchRasebud Sioux, Chippewa, or Navajo.

e G! aAlYyé NBFSNR (2 LIS2LX S KI JA yhaFaemadt, Bdutheast Asja, | y &
or the Indian sbcontinent. It includedJS2 LIt S 6K2 AYRAOFGSR GKSANJ N} OS
G/ KAYSGSEZELIAY23¢ aY2NBFyzé aWrk LI ySaSsiaentiash SGy Y.
such as Burmese, Hmong, Pakistani, or Thai.

e AblIGABS 1ol ARMTMAO R K YREWE t NByHSINENy af the drigial LIt S K I
peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoagpther Pacific Islands. It includes people who indicated their race
orNI OS&a a abldABS 1 g AALFYZE adDdi KYS NAAE YO YRS KB Y2

wrote in entries such as Tahitian, Marialséander, or Chuukese.
e Ga{2YS 20KSNJ NI OS¢ gl a AyOf dzhs Wereluyabld t& igentdgiwithi n nn ¥
the five Office of Management anBudget race categories. Respondents who provideite-in
entries such as Moroccan, South African, Belizean, or a Hispanic origiex@donple, Mexican,
Puerto Rican, or Cuban) are included in the Sother race category.

According to the 2000 Census, Santa Barbara COuaity LJ2 LJJz6.4%iVikhReghd 28.4% norAWhite

(Table 4. Amongthe cities in Santa Barbara County, Lompoc has both the highest percentage of its
residents, 8.4%, and the largest number of residents, 3,449, reporting as Black or African AnTerean.

largest Asian population i Santa Maria 4,585 Approximately 8% oGuadalus Qa4 NBaAaA RSyl a
Asian, the higbst percentagen the County

Of the total populatiorin the County 34.2%also identifyas Hispanior Latina Hispanic or Latino is not
considered a race by the US Cem®Bureau and those identifying as Hispanic or Latino may be of any
race. Guadalupe has the highest percentage of its residents identifying as Hispariw. Santa
Mariaranks second at 59.7%, blis the largest number of Hispana&is46,196.

It is nteresting to notethat, countywide, theNJ OS & h (i K S NE % NBhaNndpalbighfithe M T dp
second largest classification after White.

8 Census 2000 Brief. Overview of Race and Hispanic Qnitgiriwww.census.gov/prod/2001pubs/c2kbro1.pdf

®Individuals may report marthan one racethuspercentages may add to more than 100 percent.



TABLE: RACE AND HISPANICPRQATION DISTRIBUNTAONCORPORATED CITAE® THE COUNTY
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North County
Buellton 3,233 | 84.5% 41 | 1.1% 80| 2.1% 76 | 2.0% 16 | 0.4% 525 | 13.7% 3,828 985 | 25.7%
Guadalupe 2,903 | 51.3% 60 | 1.1% 178 | 3.1% 448 | 7.9% 47 | 0.8%| 2,459 | 43.5% 5,659 4,781 | 84.5%
Lompoc 28,878| 70.3%| 3,449| 8.4%| 1,246| 3.0%| 2,191| 5.3% 281 | 0.7%| 7,432| 18.1% 41,103 15,337 | 37.3%
Santa Maria 48,38 | 62.5%| 1,803 2.3%| 2,408 | 3.1%| 4,585| 5.9% 270 | 0.3%| 24,329 | 31.4% 77,423 46,196 | 59.7%
Solvang 4,909 | 92.1% 36| 0.7% 77 | 1.4% 95| 1.8% 13| 0.2% 429 | 8.0% 5,332 1,059 | 19.9%
South Coast
Carpinteria 10,965 | 77.3% 165 | 1.2% 291 | 2.1% 444 | 3.1% 58 | 0.4%| 2,936| 20.7% 14,194 6,175 | 43.5%
Goleta n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Santa Barbarg 71,519| 77.5%| 2,047| 2.2%/| 1,773| 1.9%| 3,304| 3.6% 262 | 0.3%| 17,188| 18.6% 92,325 32,330| 35.0%
Santa 305,228 | 76.4%| 11,374| 2.8%| 8,880 | 2.2%| 20,886 | 5.2%| 1,561 | 0.4% | 69,712 | 17.5% 399,347 136,668 | 34.2%
Barbara
County

*The six race population numbers may add to more than the total population and the six percentages may add to more tlaneti®ecase individuals may report more

than one race.

Source: US Census Bureau Demographic Profiles (http://censtats.census.gov/pub/Profiles.shtml): -TaBleoblP of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000




FIGURR: ETHNIC [3TRIBUTION IN SANBARBARA COUNYTY

10 http://www.geog.ucsh.edu/~sara/html/mapping/newspress/images/shcntyraceview.pdf



